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By Lois Reynolds Carpenter 


FITTER myrrh did the Magi bring — 

Myrrh for the Saviour suffering. 
Offerings, too, of frankincense sweet, 
For our great High Priest in Glory meet. 
Stores of royal, glittering gold — 
The worthy King of kings extolled. 
Treasures rich did the Magi bring, 
Befitting our Prophet, Priest, and King. 


bd 


Juvenile or Adult Delinquency 


Much has been said about juvenile 
delinquency. It is alarming. But the 
very term: itself is a kind of camouflage, 
for, spelled in fewer letters, it is youth- 
ful sin. That is old-fashioned. What 
is new about it today is its rapid in- 
crease and awful variety. But parents 
and teachers are more to blame than 
the children. A striking illustration of 
the down-grade trend comes in con- 
trasts from the East and West Coasts. 
In Philadelphia on November 3 Cardi- 
nal Dougherty threatened two theaters 
with a Catholic boycott unless ey 
ceased immediately showing two motion 
pictures. One of these was “Forever 
Amber,” based on the infamous novel 
which had such a tremendous sale. On 
October 26 in Dunsmuir, Calif., seventh 
and eighth grade students in the public 
school were excused on school time, with 
written permission of parents, to attend 
this same show. What is the use of cru- 
sading against juvenile delinquency and 
encouraging children to attend sueh a 


movie? Judging from the advertisements 
and the reviews of the book and the 
movie, one afternoon spent in a dark- 
ened theater feeding on its lurid scenes 
is enough toeundo months of painstaking 
moral traming, It is like building a dam 
and then deliberately knocking a_ hole 
in it. On November 7 the Philadelphia 
Inquirer published a picture of young 
Catholies picketing the objectionable 
movies, bearing placards with the words 
“Holy Name Men Protest Indecent 
Movies.” This may increase the audi- 
ences, and it is an outward protest by a 
church which is corrupt at the heart. But 
these two actual incidents from Penn- 
sylvania and California should be a 
rebuke and challenge to Christian par- 
ents. What are we doing for our own 
children, we’ who bear the name of 
Christ, “that worthy name by the which 
ye are called”? (Jas. 2:7.) Are we faith- 
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ful in our own private pfayer and Bible 
study, in praying singly and unitedly for 
our own children, in conducting family 
prayers, in asking the blessing at the 
table, in leading them to Sunday school 
and church, in making opportunities for 
them to have Christian friendships and 
to know missionary heroes living to- 
day? Do we warn them, frankly but 
lovingly, against the infectious evils with 
which they are surrounded today? - Do 
they see a living exhibition of consid- 
eration, harmony, peace, and love be- 
tween father and mother? Are we obey- 
ing in our homes Paul’s command to the 
church, “Let all things be done decently 
and in order”? (1 Cor. 14:40.) Are we 
leading our children to know the Sav- 
iour for themselves, to read His Word 
daily, and learn to walk in His strength? 
All of these things are bulwarks against 
juvenile delinquency. 


‘Henceforth’ of Holiness 


The first of five editorials by J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 


“Ye are all the children of light, and 
the children of the day: we are not 
of the night, nor of darkness. 
Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul and ‘body be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5: 
5, 32, 23). 


"Tite Word of God sets before the be. 
liever the highest possible stand- 
ard. To “sanctify you wholly” is a 
standard which is never lowered to the 
level of human sin and frailty. On one 
occasion a standard-bearer had gained a 
position well ahead of the troops. The 
captain sent a runner with word order- 
ing the standard-bearer to retire to the 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Thus saith the Lord ... Fear 
not: for I have redeemed thee, I 
have called thee by thy name; 


thou art mine” (Isa, 43:1). 
I 














main division; whereupon, the standard- 
bearer returned word, “I ‘cannot; bring 
the men up to the standard.” The stand- 
ard of holiness seems to be far ahead of 
the Body of Christ today, but the Stand- 
ard-Bearer, the Holy Spirit, maintains 
the advance, saying that we are called 
unto holiness. “But as he which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation” (1 Pet. 1:15). 
In his writing on “A Saint or a Brute,” 
proving the “necessity and excellency of 
holiness,” Richard Baxter observed, “Say 
not that you believe there is a hell, if 
you think a holy life too dear to escape 
it” (Vol. II, p. 729). This should come 
as a challenge to us as to what is our 
conception of God, of Christ, of Calvary, 
of salvation, and of the Christian life. 
There is a .egal holiness, to which no 
man can attain, since “there is none 
righteous, no, not one.” There is an 
assumed holiness, a cloak to cover a vile 
deformity, for “there is a generation that 
are pure in their own eyes, and yet is 
not washed from their filthiness” (Prov, 
30:12). Of such Thomas Brooks wrote, 


“It is man’s sin and judgment, that ever . 


since he ceased to be what he should be, 
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he striveth to seem to be what he is 
not.” Yet again, there is an imputed 
holiness, for which every blood-bought 
soul will have cause to praise God 
throughout eternity. By this the merit 
of Christ is reckoned to the redeemed, 
“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto us... . sanctifica- 
tion” (1 Cor. 1:30). The holiness, how- 
ever, on which we turn our earnest 
attention is practical holiness, that vis- 
ible expression of ah inner holiness, re- 
sulting from a true separation unto God, 
and the consequent separation from the 
world, the figgh, and the Devil. 


LACKADAISICAL LIVING 


A question to arouse one from lacka- 
daisical living is one such as this, Is sin 
less sin when committed by a child of 
God, than when committed by a child of 
the Devil? God’s holy Word gives many 
solemn warnings against unholiness, 
since unholiness in the saved or unsaved 
is still the same — unholiness. God can 
no more’ have fellowship with: unholiness 
in a believer than in an unbeliever, since 
sin in a believer is as much communion 
with Satan, as sin in an unbeliever. It 
is the same subtle, evil-spirit which fans 
sin into a flame in the heart of the child 
of God, as in the heart of the slave of the 
wicked one. Ambrose, according to 
Thomas Brooks, represents the Devil as 
boasting against Christ concerning Judas, 
and saying, “He is not thine, Lord Jesus, 
he is mine; his thoughts beat for me; he 
eats with Theé, but is fed by me; he 
takes bread from Thee, but money from 
me; he’ drinks with Thee, and sells Thy 
blood to me.” 


Tue Neep For HoLiNEess 

These solemn thoughts bring us to 
the contemplation of our main theme, 
“The Henceforth of Holiness.” May the 
Holy Spirit’ arrest any child of God 
trespassing on* forbidden ground, and 
lulling his soul to sleep in minimized 
sins, which: are heinous in the sight of 
a holy God. What a message is here 
for us all! “Knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin” (Rom. 
6:6). This might well read, Knowing 
this, that our unregenerate nature was 
crucified with Him, that the body under 
the dominion of sin, with its sinful 
nature, might be rendered powerless and 
inoperative, to the end, or that hence- 
forth, we should not be slaves to sin. 

While the truly born-again child of 
God recdgnizes his own utter inability 
to live to’ the glory of God, apart from 
enabling grace, nevertheless, it is to be 
feared that many believers view holi- 
ness of life as something creedal rather 
than actual; something to be hoped for 
rather than - experienced, theoretical 
rather than practical; and consequently 
they refuse to give full weight. to God's 
requirements of the members of the re- 
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deemed family, and to all that sufficiency 
of grace implies. 


THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF SCRIPTURE 


Victory in the Christian life does not 
come by our struggling against in- 
nate sin, but by yielding ourselves in 
glad obedience to the Word of God, as 
it is made living and -operative in our 
hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
In Romans 6 there are some spiritual 
incentives to holiness, which can be 
briefly stated, but require heart medi- 
tation before they yield their fullness 
of blessing. Let us observe, then, the 
grounds on which there should come a 
holy resolve in the heart of the child 
of God that henceforth he will not serve- 
sin—— a henceforth of holiness. 

First, Because of the believer’s iden- 
tification with Christ in His death: 
“Knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with him” (Rom. 6:6, R.V.). 
Here the child of God is seen as a sharer 
in the death of Christ, hence the word, 
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin”; “For ye died 
... Put to death therefore your mem- 
bers which are upon the earth” (Rom. 
6:11; Col. 3:3, 5, R.V.). When the tempter 
makes his approach, the believer is to 
reckon himself as “crucified with-Christ,” 
and to reckon himself as dead to the 
very sins which clamor for a place in 
his affections. “Set your affections on 
things above” (Col. 3:2). ’ 

Second, Because of the believer’s iden- 
tification with Christ in His resurrection: 
“Now if we be dead with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him, 
. . » Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
... alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom, 6:8, 11). Here the 
believer is seen as united to Christ in 
His resurrection, and sharing with Him 
in the precious fullness of this assur- 
ance, “Knowing that Christ being raised 
from the dead dieth no more; death 
hath no: more dominion over him” (vy. 
9). Consequently, “the exceeding great- 
ness of His power to us-ward , , . which 
he wrought in Christ, when he raised 
him from the dead” (Eph. 1:19, 20) is 
pledged to even the weakest child of 
God for complete victory over sin, and 
a life well-pleasing in God’s sight. 

Third, Because the believer shares in 
our Lord’s risen life: “Much more, be- 
ing reconciled, we shall be saved in his 
life”; “Christ . . . our life’ (Rom. 5:10, 
marg.; Col.3:4). May our Heavenly Father 
enable us to see ourselves as placed 
within all the potentialities of His risen 
life. This is the ground of assured tri- 
umph, even' in the hottest temptation. 
Emphasize it, O child of God — “the life 
which I now live .. .” (Gal. 2:20), 

Fourth, Because of the believer’s re- 
sponsibility: “That henceforth we should 
not serve sin” (Rom. 6:6). It is folly 
for a believer to plead his weakness, 
and proneness to sin, since God does 
not. expect us to live according ‘to. our 
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weakness, but “according to the working 
of his mighty power” (Eph. 1:19), and 
His promise, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). With the 
assurance of His enabling grace; God 
commands, “Let not sin therefore reign 
in your mortal body, that ye should,obey 
it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye 
your members as instruments of unright- 
eousness unto sin” (Rom. 6:12, 13). 
What right have we to hide behind our 
human frailty? The Lord knows we are 
weak, and we know it, but that does not 
relieve us of responsibility, for it is God 
who says, “Let not,” “Neither yield ye.” 
The secret of a glorious victory lies in 
the enlightening counsel of the Holy 
Spirit, “But yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God” (Rom. 6:13). 


(Continued on page 1276) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


One More “Double Call” 


The comment on “The Double Calls 
of Scripture” was fascinating, but 
there is one lacking —see Luke 10:41. 
This is number seven—the perfect 
number. 

Mr. Richardson missed a wonderful 

‘ point — the call from distracting cares 

(or it might be service). See issue 

of November 1. 

His Word is rich, yielding wondrous 
fruit—A Canadian reader. 

The Canadian reader refers to the edi- 
tofial note quoting Mr. R. H. Stephens 
Richardson, chairman of the Portstewart 
(Ireland) Keswick Convention held last 
June. Mr. Richardson called attention 
to “The Double Calls of Scripture,” 
speaking of the occasions when God 
twice spoke the names of the following: 
Saul, Simon, Samuel, Moses, Jacob, and 
Abraham. ° ° 

In Luke 10:41, as the reader’ has 
pointed out, the Lord Jesus said, “Mar- 
tha, Martha, thou art careful and trou- 
bled abeut many things: but one thing 
is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her.” It is a ‘call away from 
anxious care and fretful service to that 
sanctifjed freedom from care which 
comes through complete trust in the 
Lord. It does not mean inactivity, but 


rather activity in the strength of the 


Lard. 
erhaps there are others in Scripture 
who received double calls, but it is worth 
while to remember these seven: 
Saul 
Simon 
Samuel 
Moses 
Jacob 
Abraham 
«Martha 
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The Lutheran Hour’s World-Wide Ministry 


How it has grown during fifteen years of broadcasting 





to the Nations,” the International 
Lutheran Hour, formally entered 
upon its fifteenth season of broadcast- 
ing. Since the entire radio industry has 
just celebrated its twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary, the Lutheran Hour is one of the 
oldest programs of its kind on the air. 
This date also marked the return to 
the air of Dr. Walter A. Maier, regular 
speaker on the Lutheran Hour since the 
beginning of this radio mission. © Dr. 
Maier is currently on leave from his 
duties as Professor of Old Testament 
Interpretation and History at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, St. Louis. 
During May, June, and July of the 
past summer Dr.- Maier served in the 
American Zone of Germany-as technical 
adviser to the United -States Military 
Government in the field of education 
and religious affairs. His duties there 
involved the interviewing of religious 
leaders — Protestant, Catholic, and Jew- 
ish—and the visiting of the various 
schools of theological instruction. In 
addition, he conducted . investigations 
into the religious broadcast. situation 
over the five stations now operating in 
the American Zone of Occupation. 
Sunday, September 28, was also a red- 
letter day in Lutheran Hour history be- 
* eause on this day it began to broadcast 
over the mighty total of a thousand 
broadcasting stations, thus becoming the 
largest program of any kind, whether 
religious or secular, commercial or sus- 
taining. 


The Wide Reach of the Broadcast 

Broadcasting is now conducted in the 
United States, Canada, and the following 
territories and foreign countries: Alaska, 
Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Bermuda, Bolivia, Brazil, British Guiana, 
British West Indies, Chile, China, Colom- 
bia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Dutch Guiana, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Fiji Islands, France, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Hawaii, Honduras, Luxem- 
bourg, Mexico,, Monaco, Mozambique, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Philippine 
Islands, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Spanish 
Morocco, Tangiers, Tasmania, Uruguay, 
and Venezuela. 

At present the program broadcasts in 
English, Spanish, French, Portuguese, 
Arabic, and Afrikaans. Additional lan- 
guages are projected, &o that, in keeping 
with the Pentecostal ideal, “every man” 
may hear in his own language “the won- 
derful works of God.” 

As Dr. Maier’s messages of ‘sin and 
grace wing their way through hundreds 
of stations into the far reaches of the 
United States and° many foreign lands, 
they bring mighty blessings into count- 


O: SEPTEMBER 28 “Bringing Christ 


More than forty countries and ter- 
ritories are now reached every week 
by Dr. Walter A. Maier’s broadcast. 
It is sponsored by the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League, and there are branch 
offices for Eastern and Western 
Canada, Portuguese and Spanish 
Latin America, Australia, Europe, 
and the Far East. The headquar- 
ters office is at 3558 Jefferson Ave., 
St. Louis 18. Dr. Bretermann, who 
is Director of Radio for the Lutheran 
Hour, has written this article to 
inform Times readers of the wide 
reach of ‘the broadcast on its fifteenth 
anniversary. 
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less burdened hearts. An effective index 
of their effect may be found in the mass 
of Lutheran Hour correspondence, which 
averages approximately 12,000 letters 
per week, and which has brought as 
many as 20,622 pieces of correspondence 
during a single week, 7,321 in a single 
day. 

The testimonies which bring the great- 
est joy are, of course, those which tell 
how men and women have been saved 
through the broadcast Word, brought to 
the knowledge of their sins and of God’s 
grace in Christ Jesus through the Gospel 
as proclaimed on the Lutheran Hour. 
For example, five soldiers stationed over- 
seas write that they have been led to 
the faith through the regular weekly 
messages. A Texas mother with her 
three children joined a Christian con- 
gregation through the radio mission. An 
Arkansas farmer writes in, is put in 
touch with the nearest pastor, and takes 
instructions preparatory to confirmation. 
Instances liké these reach Lutheran Hour 
headquarters in constant succession and 
bear eloquent testimony to our Heavenly 
Father’s promise that His Word will not 
return unto Him void. 


Counting Some of the Harvest 


It is, of course, difficult to arrive at 
any exact figures showing the total num- 
ber of conversions. As a matter of fact, 
believers are not first of all to look for 
visible, tangible results, but are simply 
to preach the Word, in season and out 
of season, confident that God’s mighty 
Word will have its blessed effect in the 
hearts and lives of those it reaches,. Yet, 
when our almighty Lord gives us un- 
mistakable evidence of His benédiction, 
we regard this as double mercy. A re- 
cent questionnaire survey, based on ap- 
proximately 10,000 returns, indicates that 
a total of 2,650 immortal souls have been 
won for the Saviour through the broad. 
cast, in the acquaintanceships and fami- 
lies of ‘those reporting. This is doubt- 
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less only a small fraction, yet what 
overwhelming cause for gratitude to 
Almighty God! 

Despite the victorious conclusion of 
both phases of World War II, thousands 
of our country’s men are still under the 
colors. The Lutheran Hour is deter- 
mined that these defenders of our coun- 
try shall not march alone, but shall 
have Christ’s strengthening guidance 
with them. Therefore our radio mission 
will do everything in its power to bring 
the counsel, comfort, and courage that 
the Gospel gives to the men and women 
serving under the flag. A special fea- 
ture of the Lutheran Hour service has 
been the establishing of the broadcast 
in approximately a hundred military 
and overseas areas over low-power 50- 
and 100-watt transmitters. The response 
from soldiers, sailors, marines, and air- 
men, and chaplains of various denomi- 
nations has been overwhelmingly en- ’ 
thusiastic. 


The Ministry of the Printed Page 


Warmly appreciated likewise has been 
the service whereby mimeographed and 
printed copies of sermons and other 
Christian literature are mailed at regu- 
lar intervals to overseas personnel, Many 
servicemen have regular deductions 
made from their checks in favor of the 
Lutheran Hour. A private, wounded in 
action in the Philippines, writes a grate- 
ful letter and sends $70 from his meager 
funds. Four marines on Guam are 
touched by an eloquent Gospel appeal 
and send money orders totaling $150. 
Aviators tune in the broadcast high in 
the air and far out at sea, and receive 
rich spiritual blessing. 

A most fascinating phase of Lutheran 
Hour work is the schedyling of foreign 
broadcasting. Mr. Maier’s addresses are 
translated into the English, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Afrikaans, French, and Ara- 
bic languages (soon also into other 
tongues) and transmitted over more than 
200 stations in various portions of the 
world, from Australia, China, and the 
Philippines to Portuguese East Africa, 
from Alaska to the Straits of Magellan. 
Hardly a day passes without bringing 
enthusiastic letters in many tongues from 
widely separated foreign listeners. A 
recent tabulation shows that, within less 
than a year, correspondence has been 
received from ninety different countries 
and territories. A missionary and his 
family from Honduras write that they 
have been blessed through the Gospel 
as proclaimed on the air. A Welsh 
young lad from New Zealand, living 
near a United States Army base, receives 
rich spiritual benediction, having heard 
the Lutheran Hour over a powerful 
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short-wave station in far-off Quito, 
Ecuador. A man living in British Guiana 
sends an encouraging letter and requests 
special Christian literature for his son, 
stationed in England with the Royal Air 
Force. From camps at home, from ships 
at sea, from overseas combat areas, from 
submarines and aircraft come glorious 
testimonies bearing witness to spiritual 
strength which has come into their hearts 
and lives through our Gospel mission. 


A particularly blessed phase of Luth- 
eran Hour work brings the Gospel to 
those whom iliness keeps on beds of 
pain at their homes, in hospitals, sana- 
toria, and homes for the incurable. Men 
and womcn who have been confined to 
their sick-beds for thirty-five, forty-five, 
and even fifty-five years, and have never 
been able. to participate in services of 
divine worship, receive rich spiritual 
ministrations over the radio. It has 
often been pointed out that if “Bringing 
Christ to the Nations” did nothing more 
than to minister to these unfortunate 
sufferers, it would more than compen- 
sate for the time, effort, and expense 
involved. 


Heartening and encouraging have been 
the enthusiastic comments from the 
clergy and laity of almost every denomi- 
nation within the United States today. 
A Pennsylvania listener declares: “My 
pastor of the Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ Church is a devoted listener, and 
a month ago in our public services he 
urged that we all tune in the Lutheran 
Hour on the following Sunday.” A Bap- 
tist pastor from Virginia confided: “Your 
messages surely stimulate my soul and 
instill a determination to be more zeal- 
ous in Gospel preaching.” Its uncompro- 
mising stand against error and a cour- 
ageous testimony to God's truth have 
enabled the Lutheran Hour to become 
a mighty bulwark against the spread of 
Modernism. Bible-loving Christians in 
Modernist denominations have been 
strengthened in their testimony to God’s 
truth and brought to realize more clearly 
the clear line of difference between 
the Modernist denial and loyalty to God’s 
Word. 


With the radio’s remarkable spread 
and reach, “Bringing Christ to the 
Nations” leaps over barriers to bring the 
Gospel to hunters, trappers, miners, pros. 
pectors, Royal Northwest Mounted Police, 
lighthouse keepers, forest rangers, and 
many others whom distance prevents 
from participating in the services of a 
Christian congregation. When attend- 
ance at God's house is impossible be- 
cause of road conditions or other factors, 
the radio is able to surmoufht these 
handicaps and bring to, serrow-burdened 
hearts and lives the message of Christ’s 
Gospel. 


Hand in hand goes radio’s remarkable 
penetration, by means of which our mis- 
sion of the air penetrates the steel and 
stone of penitentiaries and prisons, cuts 
through every barrier by which men 
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would close their hearts against Christ's 
Gospel, and brings them, even though 
unwillingly, to the knowledge of their 
sins and the offer of forgiveness through 
faith in: Christ Jesus. 

Under the: pressure of war, tremendous 
strides have been made in the fields of 
television and frequency modulation. 
We are determined that these new facil- 
ities shall be placed in the service of 
the Gospel. Television particularly will 
require new techniques and methods of 
handling, and the Lutheran Church 
should pioneer and, in a sense, develop 
these. 

Particular opportunities for service lie 
in the erection and maintenance of our 
own international short-wave Gospel 
transmitters, which with high power, on 
several frequencies and a twenty-four- 
hour schedule, will beam the Gospel in 
dozens of languages to scores of new 
lands. In two recent broadcasts Dr. 
Maier alluded to the possibility of erect- 
ing such a station on the Wartburg, 
where Martin Luther translated the 
Bible into the language’ of the people. 
The response was immediate and enthu- 
siastic, and Christians from every walk 
of life have taken the time to write 
their enthusiastic commendation. 

Tremendous opportunities for Gospel 
broadcasting confront us in Europe and 
the Far: East, to* bring to war-torr lands 
the glorious message of peace, comfort, 
and courage in Christ. Far-reaching 
plans are now being made te broadcast 
in Europe, both through the: use of exist- 
ing transmitters and through ‘the’ erec- 
tion of our owrm short and long wave 
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stations. Negotiations have been con- 
ducted by cable with each of the coun- 
tries of Europe and, at present, avail- 
abilities appear in Portugal, Italy, and 
Greece. Broadcasts are now being pre- 
pared in these languages. 

Like other network religious broad- 
casts heard over the Mutual Broadcast- 
ing Svstem on Sunday morning, the 
Lutheran Hour is not carried on a’ sus- 
taining basis, but depends entirely on 
God's provision and the support of lis- 
teners for the funds needed to continue 
and grow. While the radio is a’ most 
economical means for preaching the 
Saviour’s Gospel, nevertheless’ the 
weekly cost of such a huge undertaking 
as oux mission of the air involves many 
thousands of dollars. “Bringirfg Christ to 
the Nations” therefore calls for the de- 
voted and consecrated support of all be- 
lievers and especially of Lutherans 
everywhere. Its mighty opportunities 
for good are a tremendous challenge to 
the foes of God everywhere, so that 
this crusade for the Redeemer may do 
its part in bringing to the feet of our 
Saviour, men and women of every kin- 
dred and nation and people and tongue 
who with us will hail the power of our 
Saviour’s ever-blessed name. 

The Lutheran Laymen’s League, spon- 
sor of the broadcast, has established the 
goal of using “every available and suit- 
able station on earth for the’ proclama- 
tion of Christ’s eternal Gospel.” Under 
divine benediction, this radio mission 
is steadily marching forward toward 
that goal. 


Sr. Lovts. 


Why the Actor’s Profession Ils Unworthy 
What it does to the personality of those taking part in it 


By H. CLAY TRUMBULL, D.Q. 


This is the fourth and concluding installment of the chapter entitled 

“Which Side of the Theater Door?” taken from Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s 

book, “Border-Lines in the Field of Doubtfui Practices,” which was pub- 
lished in 1899, and now out of print. 


.S THE chief objection, after all, to 
the theater, is that it necessitates a 
life, or a profession, of acting -— which 
is in itself an unworthy profession — 
the character of the plays performed is, 
at the best, of but secondary importance. 
Of course, a pure play is in itself better 
than an impure play. Yet if every play 
were pure, the other, and the main, 
objection to the theater would still have 
full force. 

Granted that a drama as written and 
acted is in itself calculated to impress 
only the best of lessons, the fact still 
remains that it requires for its presenta- 
tion the work of professional actors, 
while, as is here claimed, the profession 
of an actor is unworthy of the life en- 
ergies of a true man or a true woman, 


Even though nine editors of religious 
journais and one hundred and thirteen 
prominent clergymen were to certify to 
the immaculate nature of a new dra- 
matic rendering of the “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress,” “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” “The 
Sign of the Cross,” “La Pater,” includ- 
ing an impressive rendering of the Lord’s 
Prayer on the stage, or “The Christian,” 
or “The Old Hémestead,” would that 
justify a well-wisher of his fellows in 
giving countenance or support to an in- 
stitution that cannot exist except by the 
degrading or the harmful influencing of 
the actors required to impress a good 
lesson on pleasure seekers? 

It would be a pity to have even good 
sermons preached from church pulpit or 
theater stage, if such preaching must 




















i 
i 
; 
\ 
















a 
a a” 


lesson for January 4’ 


cessarily degrade or lower the moral 

andard of the preacher or actor.’ But 

en as to the end sought, Mr. Clement 
ott declares that “dogma and drama 

e impossible cdmpanions,” and Mr. 

illiam Winter asserts unqualifiedly that 

hristian ethics on the stage would be 

s inappropriate as Mr. Owen’s Solon 

hingle.in the pulpit.” And these men. 
iRnow quite as much about it as well- 

eaning but poorly informed clergymen 
ho endorse patent medicines and popu- 
ar stage dramas. 

It is a well-known and notorious fact, 
however, that pious plays and pure plays 
are not as attractive to theatergoers 
generally as plays that cannot by any 
stretch of the imagination or conscience 
be called pure or pious. Religious play- 
goers are not. seeking moral lessons when 
they go to the theater. Plays and actors 
of another sort are sure to be more popu- 
lar with that kind of pleasure seekers 
when they visit the theater. The experi- 
ment has been too often tried, with’ the 
same result; to leave any intelligent 
observer in doubt on the subject. Re- 
ligious plays had the start in theaters, 
but they gave way to something better 








suited to the audience centuries ago. 
Theater managers generally would agree 
with the Nestor of that class, Mr. A. M. 
Palmer, as already quoted, when he says: 
“The chief themes of the theater are 
now, as they have ever been, the pas- 


. sions of men: ambition leading to mur- 


der; jealousy leading to murder; lust 
leading to adultery and to death; anger 
leading to madness.” 


A Startling Mlustration 


An excellent illustration of the modern 
theater in one of its higher phases, as 
viewed from the standpoint of the bet- 
ter class of theatergoers, on the one 
hand, and of the skilled dramatic critic 
on the other hand, is furnished in the 
record of the visit to Philadelphia by 
Madame Sara Bernhardt, to perform the 
chief part in Sardou’s “La Tosca,” at the 
Chestnut Street Opera House. Madame 
Bernhardt is no commonplace performer; 
she is called “the most effective emo- 
tional actress in the world,” “indisput- 
ably mistress” in the art of tragedy, a 
“genius” in her professional realm. Hence 
many who would draw a sharp line be- 
tween poor acting and good, feel called 
on to witness the performance of such 
an artist as this. 

According to the reports of the most 
trustworthy daily papers of the city, the 
large audience that greeted the eminent 
artist. “represented the most thoughtful 
.and the sincerest admirers of the play” 
in Philadelphia, “but out of deference 
to the penitential season [it being Holy 
Week] they had, for the most part, 
avoided the garb and demeanor of fash- 
ion.” It was no rabble that was present, 
but rather the intelligent and conscien- 
tious believers in “the co-work of the 
pulpit and the stage” for the elevation 
of the morals.of the community. 


THE“SUNDAY SCHOOL: TIMES 


The play itself is characterized by the 
discriminating dramatic critic of the 
Public Ledger—a paper with a high 
reputation for clean pages for . family 
reading —as a “monstrous conglomera- 
tion of horrors, of vilenesses.”’ The 
critic of the Record says that “it is espe- 
cially open to objection because of ‘its 
sheer and unconcealed brutality.” “Phys- 
ical agony and elemental passion are 
presented with brutal bluntness in a 
series of rudimentally contrived situa- 
tions,” is the way it appears to the Press 
critic. The Inquirer’s critic speaks of it 
as “a mawkish, miserable tale, told with 
revolting realism.” These hints from 
professional observers are sufficient to 
give an outsider a tolerably correct idea 
of the play as a whole, without the 
trouble of going to see it, in order to 
measure its moral worth. 


But the fact that the play itself is a 
“monstrous conglomeration of horrors, 
of vilenesses,” is by no means a reason 
for its exclusion from the stage, in the 
opinion of the careful critic of the Pub- 
lic Ledger, who thus characterizes it. 
He even insists that “the ,worse the 
play —and what play. could, all things 
being considered, be worse? —the 
greater the triumph of the actress, who, 
having material so repulsive to work 
with, so deftly, with art so consummate, 
shaped and formed it as to make the 
spectator see in it only elements of 
sentiment, emotion, passion, which hu- 
manized, almost ennobled, even that 
which was most repellent in it.” 


The well-known critic of the Times 
says of the plays and the actors: “The 
torture scene is unjustifiably harrowing, 
but with all the intense reality that she 
gives to the woman’s suffering, her ex- 
quisite art yet turns it all to favor and 
prettiness.” This power of art to trans- 
figure and beautify scenes of actual 
physical horror is the crowning triumph 
of her whole performance, which reaches 
its climax in the terrific murder of 
“Scarpia.” ‘When she fiercely plunges 
the blade into the villain’s heart, and 
as he falls shakes the knife in his face, 
hurling imprecations on him, the scene 
is one not easily to be forgotten.” 


The Exaltation of Gross Fleshly Love 


Is. there any wonder that the critic 
feels that “through all these awful scenes 
the sweet femininity of Madame Bern- 
hardt, the charm of her personality, and 
the charity and beauty of her speech, 
command unfailing- sympathy”? What 
does “The Christian” or “The Sign of 
the Cross” offer to rival this as a les- 
son in “sweet femininity” to a woman 
who is seeking the best examples? 


According to the Press critic, the pre- 
vailing affection of the heroine of the 
play is “her fleshly love-—a fleshliness 
that Madame Bernhardt in some ineffable 
way exalts.” What a help to a pure. 
minded young girl it must be to have 


- gross .“‘fleshly love”.exalted. in..some in- 
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@fable way before her observant 


es! 
This is merely an outline pond of 
a single performance of a favorite genius 
of the stage, in the Quaker City of 
America, as given by the critics and 
admirers of the drama. It is an illus- 
tration of what is being done in all our 
great cities, and of what is being said 
about it by those who claim to know it 
better than outside objectors. 


If, indeed, it be true, as the critics 
seem to think, that the worse the play 
the greater the triumph of the actor in 
rendering it bearable to a decent spec- 
tator, would it not be well to have the 
story of “Jack ‘the Ripper” dramatized 
for some star tragedian, who might have 
the genius to humanize, and almost en- 
noble, the doings of the famous White- 
chapel artist? It would seem possible 
to make even a more “monstrous con- 
glomeration of horrors, of vilenesses,” 
out of that story, than Sardou has yet 
produced. If the “fleshly love” of the 
hero in this new play were “in some 
ineffable way” exalted by the actor for 
the benefit of young men who attend the 
theater as a means of liberal education, 
what a gain there would be to the com- 
munity ! 

If, according to the unbiased testi- 
mony of theater critics and theater 
lovers, this be the modern theater on 
its higher plane, then let the man who 
wants to be under such teaching and in- 
fluences — go to his own place. 


Is the Stage a Worthy Profession? 


There are unquestionably worthy men 
and women in the actor’s profession; but 
is any one of them in a worthy profes- 
sion? Ought any pure or noble man or 
woman to be in a profession which de- 
mands a life of simulation and of un- 
selfing? Ought any pure or noble man 
or woman who is outside of that pro- 
fession to give countenance or support 
to the institution of the theater which 
demands these lives of simulation and 
un-selfing? Is not even the entering the 
doors of a public theater for the witness- 
ing of the performances of professional 
actors to give to this unworthy institu- 
tion unjustifiable countenance and sup- 
port? ; 

That a professional actor destroys or 
diminishes his truest personality by giv- 
ing his best powers and endeavors to 
simulation and imitation, rather than to 
creation or to independent action, would 
seem to be shown beyond the possibility 
of disproof. There are those, however, 
who, seeing the force of this truth, seek 
to break it by suggesting that it applies 
equally to the professional reader or 
elocutionist. Because this suggestion 
has been put forward by some, it is 
worthy of passing notice. If it be true 
that the profession of an actor does tend 
to destroy or diminish the actor’s best 
and truest self, and that the profession of 
a dramatic reader or elocutionist has the 
same tendency and in a like degree, then 
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e 
the conclusion follows that the dramatic 
reader or elocutionist is in an undesir- 
able and unworthy profession. A correct 
principle is none the less correct because 
it interferes with a favorite practice or 
practitioner. But are the two profes- 
sions and practices of dramatic acting 
and dramatic reading entirely similar? 

It may indeed be, in a given case, that 
a man so gives himself to dramatic read- 
ing as a profession that he sinks himself 
in that profession of impersonating, and 
thus greatly loses in individuality and 
force of independent character. But the 
ordinary reader in public, or the in- 
structor in elocution, employs his power 
as an impersonator of characters, so that 
he is the master, and not the servant, 
of his varied impersonations. His im- 
personation is merely subordinate and 
incidental, like the occasional amateur 
actor, or speaker, or reader, or preacher. 
Any clear thinker can see the distinc- 
tion between sympathetic, forceful read. 
ing in portrayal of a dozen characters 
in the same brief narrative, for the pur- 
pose of giving emphasis to a truth, or 
of illustrating the power of the voice 
and physical action, and the sinking of 
one’s personality in the profession of an 
actor and imitator. But the question of 
this distinction does not militate against 
the force of the chief objection to the 
actor’s degrading profession; nor is this 
a real difficulty in the mind of one who 


Making Calls for Christ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


wishes to know the truth and to con- 
form his course to it. 

It will be observed that in this present 
discussion of the theater and of its actors, 
the whole argument pivots on the influ- 
ence and tendency of the profession of 
an actor. Whether those who support 
the theater by their patronage are helped 
or harmed by attending is quite apart 
from the main question. Yet in the 


popular discussion of the theater, in pul- 


pit and press, the supposed influence 
of theatergoing is made the chief factor. 
If one can say that a given play is pure, 
and that to witness it on a certain occa- 
sion is found refreshing and otherwise 
helpfui to those attending, that is thought 
to be a fair argument in the case. But 
quite apart from this there is the main 
question, as presented in this treatment 
of the case, of the essential worthiness 
or unworthiness of the profession of an 
actor, 

Granted that in the case of a particu- 
lar play, and of particular spectators, 
individuals may be refreshed and other- 
wise aided through witnessing the per- 
formance, is it well to have such per- 
sons thus helped if the actors giving 
them this help are in a profession that 
tends to their own permanent injury, 
and is quite unworthy of their called-for 
devotion? That is the main question. 
That is the question that has to be met 
and considered, 


A field of service open to most Christians 


HERE is one very fruitful fieMi of 

service open to most Christians. And 
yet it is perhaps the most neglected 
type of Christian work. This field is 
visiting homes for Christ. Leaders of 
false cults go from house to house dis- 
tributing literature and trying to con- 
vince the residents that their system of 
thought is correct. Why is it that we, 
who have the truth, are so slow to take 
advantage of this opportunity for 
evangelism? 

If we were paid by the hour for every 
visit thus made, would we do better? 
Is it possible we would do for money 
what we will not do for love of God’s 
dear Son? Perhaps we do not call be- 
cause we do not realize what a fruitful 
field of service this can be. Those of 
us who have done pioneer work can 
testify to the value of friendly visits, 
since many who attend Sunday school 
came in response to a personal invita- 
tion, and some were saved in their own 
homes while being visited. 

The real difficulty may be that we do 
not know how to make such calls. We 
are afraid of seeming to intrude, and 
that we might do more harm than good, 
The writer remembers being so afraid, 


By VIVIAN D. GUNDERSON 


when first entering this field of service, 
that she hoped those she had set out 
to visit would not be home: Instead 
of going to the door she would walk 
on past the house looking for signs of 
life. Perhaps she never would have 
summoned courage enough to go to the 


_ door if Joshua 1:9 had not. come to 


mind, “Be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with 
thee whithersoever thou goest.” How 
can we be afraid with Him? Further- 
more, how can we refrain from calling 
when we know the One who is, able to 
meet whatever need there may be be- 
hind those closed doors? Perhaps no 
one has ever told them that He can. 
Before we set out, we should consider 
our appearance. The importance of out- 
side appearance is sadly overestimated 
by this world, for it does not know the 
One who looketh not on the outside 
but on the heart. However, since our 


appearance will make an impression for — 


good or ill, we cannot ignore it. It is 
a mistake to start out looking either 
down at the heel or like a fashion plate. 
The general rule is to be neat and at- 


tractive. Some difference may be made 


depending upon whom we plan to call. 


- dren. 


December 20, 1947 


There may be times when it is desirable 
to go from house to house to distribute 
literature, or to invite all to some special 


meeting. But the calls we have found . 


most fruitful for the Lord are those 
planned for one special family at a time. 
If we are going to call where the peo- 
ple are well-to-do, we might wear our 
best clothes. If the family is poor, it 
is best to dress as simply as possible. 
Most important of all in appearance 
.is the friendly, smiling face. Even the 
world tells people to smile, and they do 
not have much to smile about. How can 
we help smiling when we have an Al- 
mighty Friend who can satisfy the heart? 
The first thing we need in calling is 
confidence, not confidence in ourselves, 
but confidence in our Saviour. If we 
were going to recommend a political 
candidate or our favorite physician, we 
might fear that later some would say 
we had overestimated him. But when 
we are recommending the Lord Jesus 
we know that if they will only get ac- 
quainted with Him they will say, as so 
many have said, “You did not tell me 
half how good He is!” If we approach 
people as if we thought we had no busi- 
ness there, they will probably agree with 
us. But we do have a right to call. We 
are ambassadors for Christ. We know 
that He can and will do for these people 
anything they need, if they will only let 
Him. This should give us confidence. 
Although we may and should approach 
people with confidence, we must not be 
aggressive. We must not enter any home 
uninvited. If we are not invited in, we 
should go away without any show of 
chagrin. If we are invited in, we should 
sit down in the place designated and 
not move about the house. Following 


‘the leading of the Holy Spirit we shall 


always be courteous. We should not 
insist on telling the Gospel, reading the 
Bible, or praying aloud, without the 
permission of those in the house. If the 
family is just going out, or for any rea- 
son it seems to be an inconvenient time 
for a visit, it is best to leave at once. 
We must not act particularly disap- 
pointed either, or they will think we 
had ‘some “ax to grind” and will be 
wary of future visits. We-can say sim- 
ply, “I may drop in again some time.” 

Before starting out, it is well to have 
in mind a point of contact and a proposed 
opening sentence. Who we are and our 
purpose in calling should be frankly 
stated at once. If one of the children 
is in our Sunday school, this makes an 
excellent point of contact. Parents are 
almost always interested in their chil- 
If we are ready with a sincere 
word of commendation for the child, our 
welcome is assured. A representative of 
Him who is the Truth must be perfectly 


_ sincere at all times. But there is some- 


thing attractive about every child if 

one will only look ¢arefully enough to see 

it. “If he is neither nicé looking nor 
(Continued on page 1274) 
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~~ @00D THINGS COMING IN 1948 


FEAST of good things is in store for the readers of THe SunpAy ScHoo.t Times during the 


coming year. 


Already announced and still to be published are Dr. Charles M. A. 


Stine’s essay on “The Matchless Splendor of God’s Handiwork,” glimpses of the wonders of 
light, heat, and power in the sun and stars. Here are brief glimpses of some of the other 
fine articles the Editors expect to set before readers next year: 


Crime and the Sunday School 


OHN EDGAR HOOVER, Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion of the United States Department of 
Justice, at the request of the Editors, 
has written an article exclusively for 
the Trmes on the value of the Sunday 
school as a preventive of crime. “The 
rise in crime during 1946,” he writes, 
“revealed that we are still faced with 
an abnormally high rate of juvenile 
misbehavior. Youngsters under 21 
years of age were responsible for 
51% of the auto thefts, 41% of the 
burglaries, 28% of the robberies, 27% 
of the thefts, 26% of the rapes, and 
18% of the arsons.” As would be 
expected, Mr. Hoover does not make 
careless generalities, but backs up his 
statements with statistics and illus- 
trations. You will be glad to know 
what the Director of the F.B.I. thinks 
of the Sunday school as an aid in 
preventing juvenile delinquency. 


Science Mlustrating Bible Truths 


S-HAS been announced, the Tres 
plans to begin publishing soon 

a series of interesting and usable 
blackboard lessons taken from sci- 
ence and illustrating the Gospel. 
These are written by the Rev. Ralph 
H. Coon, a pastor who was for more 
than eleven years a teacher of sci- 
ence in the San Francisco Polytech- 
nic High School. His lessons are 
taken from such things as a telescope, 
cameras, a compass, the stars, and the 
sun. Here are the titles: 

The Telescope and the Bible 
The Sun and the Sun of Righteousness 
Two Theories of Astronomy Illustrate 

Contrasting Philosophies of Life 

Water the Wonder Substance 

The Lever a Picture of Prayer 


The Radio’ Amplifier Tube and the 
Christian 


A Far-Flung Tract Ministry 


ROM the office of John Ferguson, 

evangelist, in Detroit, millions of 
well-printed tracts are flowing out 
through the United States and Canada 
and to many other countries. His is 
a work of faith, raised up and singu- 
larly blessed of God. The tracts and 
booklets which he has been instru- 
mental in getting printed are now 


being distributed in twenty-five lan- 
guages; one million have gone into 
France, two and a half million into 
Germany and Austria; two million in 
the Japanese language and one mil- 
lion in English into Japan; and ten 
thousand used books into Korea, 
Japan, and the Philippines. Started 
just before Pearl Harbor, this unique 
ministry has grown to be world-wide. 
Mr. Ferguson will tell Tumes readers 
the story of his work. 


“How Shall We Know Him?” 


STORY of the conversion of a 

Jewish family, imaginary, but 
written by one who is engaged in a 
ministry to Jews and who has made 
a study of Jewish customs. It de- 
scribes the celebration of the Pass- 
over today in a Jewish home, tells 
how the father and mother were led 
to study the Scriptures, and finally 
became convinced that Christ is the 
Messiah. Being written as a story, 
it holds the reader’s interest, and 





You will not want to miss any 
of these regular or special fea- 
tures next year. If your club 
subscription is due for renewal, 
and you will speak to your Club 
Secretary promptly, your sub- 
scription can be entered for a 
full year for $2 (Canada, $2.25; 
foreign, $2.50). If you are not 
a member of a Sunday School 
Times club, your renewal, 
mailed to the address given be- 
low, will bring the paper to you 
for 52 weeks for $2.50 (Canada, 
$2.75; foreign, $3). 

Or, you may wish to take 
advantage of the special “Get 
Acquainted” subscription offer 
and share with friends or ac- 
quaintances all the regular 
features and a number of the 
special articles. Such subscrip- 
tions will carry the paper to 
as many as you wish, for 22 
weeks, for only $1 a person 
(Canada, $1.10; foreign, $1.25). 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North Thirteenth Street 
Philadelphia 5 











gives many valuable side lights on 
Hebrew customs at Passover time 
and illuminating expositions of Old 
Testament Scripture in the light of 
New Testament truths. It will be 
published at the Easter season. 


The State of the Lost Dead 


HERE is much confusion in the 

minds of many people on what the 
Bible teaches about hell. At the re- 
quest of the Editors, Dr. William L. 
Pettingill has consented to write three 
articles on the subject. He will write 
on the following topics: 


What Does the Old Testament Teach 
About the Fate of the Lost? 


What Is the Present State of the 
Lost Dead? 


What Is To Be the Final State of 
the Lost? 


Palestine—Land of Trouble 
and Hope 


NE of the world’s trouble spots 

is the little land of Palestine, 
like a thorn in the world’s side. It 
is a source of continual trouble to 
Great Britain, a land toward which 
tired Jewish eyes turn in longing 
and hope, and a prolific source of 
news for the press. Because of its 
prominence and significance in proph- 
ecy, it is a signal post that Christians 
should watch carefully. The Editors 
‘are in‘ close touch with a veteran 
missionary in Palestine, who desires 
to remain unnamed, and who will, as 
he is able, give Times readers his 
own first-hand impression of impor- 
tant events in that land. One manu- 
script—‘“Israel’s Longing for Her 
Homeland” —is already in hand, and 
others will be coming. 


Regular Features 


Ernest Gordon’s “Survey of Re- 
ligious Life and Thought,” every 
month, 

Archaeological Side Lights, quar- 
terly, on Bible study, by Dr. Joseph 
P, Free, professor of archaeology at 
Wheaton College and Archaeological 
Editor of the TIMEs, 

“Girls’ Problems of Today,” dis- 
cussed by Aunt Mary. 

“The Golden Text in Song,” by 
Robert Harkness — a Scripture 
chorus once a month. 
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December 20, 1947 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 4. BELIEFS THAT MATTER 
John 20:30, 31; Acts 16:11-15, 1 Timothy 4:16; 1 John 5:1-5; printed text, Same 


Golden Text.—Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him 
also that is begotten of him.—1 John 5:1 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


John 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 

31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name. 


Acts 16:11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a 
straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; 

12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding 
certain days. 

13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, 
where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake 
unto the women which resorted thither. 

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of 
the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which 
were spoken of Paul. 

15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought 


us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 

1 Tim. 4:16 Take heed unto thyseif, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee.- 

1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him 
also that is begotten of him. 

2 By this we know tnat we love the children of God, when we 
love God, and keep his commandments. 

3 For this is the love df God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not grievous. 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and 
this_is the vietory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God? 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


O TIMOTHY Paul wrote, “Hold fast 
| the form of sound words” (2 Tim. 
1:13). Jude exhorts Christians to 
“contend for the faith once [for all] 
delivered unto the saints” (v. 3), Peter 
bids us be always ready to give an an- 
swer for the hope that is in us (1 Pet. 
3:15). It is important, therefore, that 
we know what we believe and why we 
believe it. Certain truths are funda- 
mental to Christianity. On them, as 
on a solid foundation, the whole super- 
structure résts. He who does not rest 
his faith upon them has no right to call 
himself a Christian. The fact of God, 
the deity of Christ, the redemption He 
wrought out upon the cross, the new 
birth, which results from believing in 
the Saviour God has provided: these 
are all great and precious truths which 
we ignore at our peril, but which, be- 
lieved, bring lasting joy and peace, be- 
cause of the assurance they give that 
we have to do with a holy God, who 
has Himself provided a way of life and 
salvation whereby guilty sinners may be 
regenerated, pardoned, and justified, and 
yet the righteousness of His throne re- 
main untarnished. 


One of our poets has written: 


For modes of faith let graceless zealots 
fight; 

His can’t be wrong whose life is in the 
right. 


But the fact is, the life will never be , 


right until men receive the revelation 
God has given, and allow it to dominate 
and control their thinking and their be- 
havior. . 


% * a % 


The Historieal Setting 


The basis of our Christian faith is not 
a development. It was revealed first by 
Christ Himself and ‘confirmed by the 
Holy Spirit in the early years of the 
Christian Era. John’s Gospel was writ- 
ten about A.D. 90, or possibly earlier. 
The Acts was penned by Luke before 
A.D. 66. First Timothy was written by 
Paul about A.D. 60, and First John is 
linked closely with the Gospel of John, 
and evidently written very shortly after 
it. All these Books were in widespread 
circulation early in the second century 
of our era. 


Verse by Verse 


John 20:30.—‘Many other signs truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his disci- 
ples.” John recorded. but a few of. the 
miracles wrought. by Jesus Christ. To 
these he might have added many more. 


Verse 31.—“These are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God.” In these words John 
explains why he wrote this Gospel: It 
was to make evident the great truth that 
Jesus was in reality the Christ, that is, 
the. Anointed One (the promised Mes- 
siah) and as, to the mystery of His per- 
son, the Son of God. 

Acts 16:11—“We came .. . to Neap- 
olis.” This was after Paul had heard 
in vision the call from Macedonia. He 
and his companions left Troas and sailed 
across the A®gean -Sea to Neapolis, the 
chief port of Macedonia. 

Verse 12.—“From thence to Philippi.” 
This was the chief city of Macedonia 
and a Roman colony. There the Gospel 
was to be sounded forth for the first 
time in Europe, so far as we have any 
definite record. 


Verse 13.—“On the sabbath we went 


... where prayer was wont to be made.” 
Evidently there was no Jewish syna- 
gogue in Philippi, but a house of prayer 
down by the riverside. There Paul and 
his companions found some _ earnest 
women, to whom the message was pro- 
claimed. 


Verse 14.—“Lydia , . . whose heart the 
Lord opened.” A businesswoman, from 
Thyatira in Asia, received the Word in 
all simplicity; so that she attended unto 
the message as given by Paul. . Thus 
she came into the assurance of her per- 
sonal salvation. 


Verse 15.—“She was baptized, and her 
household.” We learn from verse 40 
that her home became a center for 
Christian testimony. There the apos- 
tolic company were hospitably cared for 
during their sojourn in the city. 


1 Tim. 4:16—“Take heed to thyself 
and unto the doctrine.” True Christian 
character is all-important. This will 
ever be coupled with soundness in the 
faith.: By careful obedience to this com- 
mand one will not only save’ himself 
from many snares and: hindrances to 
go@liness, but his influence will prove a 
great source of blessing and encourage- 
ment to* those who are watching him as 
an example of what a Christian should 
be. 


1 John 5:1.—“Whosoever believeth that 
Jess is the Christ is born of God.” Noth- 
ing could be plainer than this declara- 
tion. The new birth takes place the 
moment we believe on the Lord Jesus. 
With this new life received comes love 
for God and for men. 


Verse 2.—“By this we know ... when 
we love God; and keep his command- 
ments” This is corroborative evidence 


that “we are the children of God.” We 
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Lesson for Janyary 4 


have now a desire to do His will, not 
because we fear to be lost if we do not 
obey, but because we love God and de- 
light in His will. 

Verse 3.—“His commandments are not 
grievous.” Possessing a new nature, we 
find our greatest joy in living for the 
One whom we now know as our God and 
Father. Love is manifested by obe- 
dience. 


Verse 4.—“Whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world.” All Satan’s 
power cannot destroy the new life that 
the believer in Christ receives. Living 
in the power of that life, the world and 
all its allurements will be overcome by 
faith, for when Christ fills the vision 
of the soul, the world loses its attractive 
power, 


Verse 5.—‘Who is he that overcometh 
... he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God.” - It is not a mere intellec- 
tuak assent to the doctrine of the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus of which the apostle 
writes, but a personal faith in Him, 
which enables one to triumph over the 
opposition and the enticements of the 
world that rejects Hint now, as it did 
so long ago. Faithfulness to Christ de- 
mands separation from the world and 
repudiation of its unholy principles. In 
the very nature of things there can be 
no real fellowship between the world- 
system and the Kingdom of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ Himself is the outstanding 
theme of Christianity. Faith in Him, 
acknowledgment of His deity, and heart 
allegiance to His authority —these are 
the marks of one who has been born of 
God. In other words, it is not the ac- 
ceptance of certain dogmatic statements 
about Christ that saves, but receiving 
Him into the heart by faith, and owning 
His rightful claims. To refuse to recog- 
nize Him as Son of God is fatal. To 
confess Him as such brings eternal bless- 
ing. All who so confess Him are born 
of God. 


Lesson Outline 


1. The testimony of Scripture to the 
deity of Christ (John 20:31) 

2. Christ. received into the heart by faith 
(Acts 16:14) 

3. Allegiance to Christ manifested by 
obedience (v. 15) 

4. Importance of sound teaching (1 Tim. 
4:16) 

5. New birth the result of personal faith 
in Christ (1 John 5:1) 

6. Love a proof of reality (vs. 2, 3) 

7. Victory over the world by faith (vs. 
4, 5) 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Too Easy a Way. We are told by many 

that simply believing in Jesus Christ as 

the Son of God is far too easy a way 

to be saved. But*God’s Word assures 

us that this is the only way. What peo- 

ple fail to realize is that a true belief 

in the Lord Jesus Christ results in new 
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13. December 28.—God'’s Eternal Rule. 


Jude 24, 25; Revelation 16 to 22; DEC 
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ao off" the Platform 


“ By Joseph Edwin Harris 


navi yer BPAY the Lesson.—“O God, 
2, January 11—What We Know avoGONG RECAP He Wages past, our hope for years 


God, Isaiah 40:28-31; Matthew 59m tem . 


John 14:8-14; Acts 








birth and with this comes a new life 
and nature, so that the one thus born 
again no longer seeks for satisfaction in 
the things of the world, but instinctively 
reaches out toward “those things which 
are above” (Col. 3:1) and finds his de- 
light in doing the will of God, not in 
order to help earn salvation, but because 
he is saved already. 


Summaries and Applications 


If troubled with doubts as to the full 
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, read 


, carefully the Gospel of John, looking 


to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment. 
No honest seeker for the truth will fail 
to find it. 


Conversions are not always spectac- 
ular, nor are they always accompanied 
with a great emotional breakdown. 
Lydia listened to the Word. The Lord 
opened her heart. She received the Gos- 
pel in all simplicity, and soon gave every 
evidence of being truly born of God. 

Those who have received the new and 
divine life that is given when born again 
are enabled through faith to rise above 
the allurements of the world and to live 
victoriously through the power of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HY are the recorded works of the Lord 
Jesus called, ‘signs’? 


2. What is the first “sign” recorded 
in John’s Gospel? 


3. Have we a full record of the earthly 
works of Jesus Christ? 


4. What would you say was John's method 
of writing about our Lord? 


5. What importance is to be attached to 
one’s thought and belief about Jesus Christ? 


6. Why did Paul and his company go to 
the river bank instead of to the synagogue 
on their first Sabbath in Philippi? 


7. What made Lydia a notable convert? 


8. What great practical lesson is urged in 
1 Timothy 4:16? 


9. In what order do “believing’’ and be- 
ing “born of God” take place? (1 John 5:1.) 


10. What is the “world” that is overcome 
by faith? 


(Answers on page 1274) 
wg 


Please pray for the contributors and 
_staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


ike as a father dost pity 
his childfen, we thank Thee for Thy 
care and mercy in bringing us into this 
New Year. Make Thy Word to live for 
us today, and lead us all into lives of 
greater love to Thee and Thy people, 
and into more faithfulness in all our 
daily duties. May this year see many 
souls brought to Thee. May all Thy serv- 
ants who strive to bring the lost to 
Christ have the aid and blessing of Thy 
mighty Spirit. Bless the sick and the 
sad, the lonely, and the needy with a 
sense of Thy presence, and with such 
deliverance as is best for them. Bring 
to nought the work of Satan among men, 
and may the Lord Jesus soon reign in 
all the earth. Forgive our sins, renew 
our hearts in love of Thee and all that 
pledses Thee, and from all that grieves 
Thee set us free, for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Long before she 
ever heard a Christian message, Lydia, 
as a Jewess, knew that some day the 
long-promised Saviour, or Christ, would 
come. But after hearing Paul tell of the 
Lord Jesus, she believed that He was 
the one of whom the prophets had fore- 
told, she believed that Jesus was the 
Christ. Now our Golden Text says, 
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God.” And so it was 
with Lydia. She believed on the Sav- 
iour and was born into God’s family. 
But the Golden Text also goes on to 


WITH LOVE OF Our SAVIOUR 
GOES His PEOPLE 
say, “And everyone who loves the 
Father, loves the sons born of him” 
(Moffatt). So Lydia found her heart — 
warmed both with a great love for the 
God who sent His Son to die for her, 
and also a great love for al) other CHris- 
tian believers. She therefore opened 
her home as a center of Christian work, 
and had the missionaries live there. This 
glad, loving helpfulness toward the serv- 
ants of Christ proved that Lydia really 
believed on the Lord Jesus. Not only 
had her mind received the truth about 
the Saviour, ‘but her heart had received 
it, and her whole life was given over 
to the Lord and to His people and cause, 
That is how it is with us, too, when 
we open our hearts to Christ. We then 
love His people, and join therfi to serve 
Him who binds all His people together 
in one great family of faith and love. 
When John Fawcett was called from a 
little Yorkshire church to a larger church 
in London, he decided to go. But when the 
day came to leave, he felt the ties between 
him and his people were too strong to 
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be broken. So he ordered his goods 
back into his house, wrote London that 
he had. changed his mind, remained with 
his loved people in the little church, and 
wrote the hymn, “Blest be the tie that 
binds our hearts in Christian love.” That 
tie is very real and wonderful among 
God’s children. “Everyone who loves 
the Father, loves the sons born of him.” 


Vancouver, B, C., Can. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“But these are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the. Son 
of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name” (John 20: 
31).—Among the many friends of mine 
who were led into possession and en- 
joyment of eternal life through the Gos- 
pel according to John, Michael Capp was 
outstanding. He was a Jew who had 
gone wholly over to anarchistic princi- 
ples and ways. 

The Spirit of God used the words, 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die” 


. (Ezek. 18:4), to awaken him. He knew 


he had sinned grievously against God 
and man, and became deeply convicted 
of his guilt and danger. Possessimg a 
copy of the Old Testament, he searched 
it diligently to ascertain if there were 
any possibility of escaping the just judg- 
ment of God that awaited him, 

He was so deeply troubled about his 
soul that it affected his health, and his 
wife feared he was dying of consumption. 
He heard of a place, a mile from his 
home, where special services were in 
session. He said: “I believe that there 
was not one foot of that ground that 
was not sprinkled with tears. I can 
truthfully say that I had not a good 
night’s rest for a year, knowing the 
wrath of God was abiding on me.” 

As he continued reading his Old Tes- 
tament, Mr. Capp reached Isaiah 53. He 
was particularly impressed with verse 
5: “But he was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we’ are 
healed.” 

He said, “O God, who is it that was 
wounded for my transgressions?” He 
saw substitution, but did not know the 
Substitute ! Up to that time he had never 
mentioned the name of Jesus, not even 
in cursing. It seemed so- fearful to him, 

Now for the first time in his life, he 
read the New. Testament. In due time he 
came to John 3:16. Not until then did 
this Jew know that God loved him, in 
spite of his sins. For an hour he médi- 
tated on the life-giving words: He 
glanced at the opposite page and saw 
the words, “But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 


sons of God, even to them that believe 
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on his name.” He dropped to his knees 
and said: “Lord Gow, if Jesus Thy Son 
— if, Jesus is the sacrifice of Isaiah 53 
—if Thou hast given Him for me, and 
by my receiving Him, I become Thy 
child—I will accept Him now” | His 
darkness was dispelled, his burden of 
sin removed, and his fear gave place 
to “joy unspeakable.” 

For some years afterward he preached 
the Word and informed his hearers of 
how he found the Son of God through 
the Gospel of Jchn. He is now with the 
Lord, 

“If ye have judged me to be fatthful 
to the Lord, come into my house, and 
abide there” (Acts 16:15).—“It is better 
to be faithful than: famous,” said Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. 

A man of my acquaintance was pre- 
served from falling into the foul ditch 
of infidelity by a consideration of the 
faithful life of his godly grandfather. 

A worldly young man kept a group of 
Christian young people under observa- 
tion until their faithfulness satisfied him 
that Christ was sufficient to fill the heart 
and life of youths; ther he capitulated. 

The faithfulness of his believing wife 
softened the heart of a despicable drunk- 
ard, and finally won him to the Lord. 


When an employee of a certain firm 


December 20, 1947 


passed away, the other employees dis- 
cussed the wording of a motto to be at- 
tached to the wreath they were sending 
to the chapel; and the one unanimously 
decided upon was, “He was faithful !” 


For the names of the seven faithful 
men mentioned in the New Testament 
see: 1 Corinthians 4:17; Ephesians 6:21; 
Colossians 1:7; 4:9; Hebrews 3:2; 1 Peter 
5:12; and Revelation 2:13. 


“fake heed unto thyself; and unto the 
doctrine .. .” (1 Tim. 4:16).—It may 
come as a revelation to many to know 
that the word “doctrine” is never found 
in the plural in the Bible except in con- 
nection with error. We read of the “doc- 
trines of men” (Col. 2:22); the “doctrines 
of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1), and “divers and 
strange doctrines” (Heb. 13:9); but never 
“the doctrines of Christ.” 


Other expressions never found in the 
Scriptures are: “the teachings of Christ,” 
“the truths of Christ.” It is always the 
doctrine, the teaching, the truth. Could 
not the reasor for this be that the en- 
tire revelation of God is one harmonious 
whole, regardless of the numerous sub- 
jects mentioned, whereas that which men 
and demons teach is often, if not always, 
discordant, and contradictory? 


“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of Gods and every one 





The Three-fold 
Divine Logic 





“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God: and every one that loveth him 
that begat 
ten of him. By this we Rnow that we love 
the children of God, when we love God, and 


loveth him also that is begot- 


keep his commandments.” 
I JOHN 5i1,2+ 


























Lesson for January 4 


that loveth him that begat loveth him 
also that is begotten of him” (1 John 
5:1).—James G. Deck wrote: 
We should remember we are one 
With every saint that loves Thy name; 
United to Thee on the throne, 
Our life, our hope, our Lord the same. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, many years ago Thomas 

Edison believed it would be possible 
to construct what is now known 4s an 
incandescent electric light bulb. Per- 
sisting in that belief through many 
months of study and toil, night and day, 
he invented and put into successful op- 
eration that little “torch” which has 
literally lighted up the world in darkest 
night. 

Eli Whitney believed that a machine 
could be made which would separate 
the lint from the cotton seed and in- 
vented the gin which revolutionized 
the cotton industry. 

Robert Fulton believed that steam 
could be harnessed to run machinery 
and sent the: first steamboat under its 
own power up the Seine, and later up 
the Hudson. 

Samuel Morse believed that instanta- 
neous messages could be transmitted long 
distances over wires, using electricity, and 
astonished the world by transmitting a 
code message from Baltimore to Wash- 
ington (forty miles!). The first nation- 
wide use of the telegraph was when the 
news of President Lincoln's assassina- 
tion was flashed over the country. 

Alexander Graham Bell believed the 
human voice could similarly be carried 
over wires by electricity, resulting in 
the telephone. 

Marconi believed that instantaneous 
messages could be sent long distances 
through the ether without wires, and 
to the amazement of a world of skeptics 
sent a message from Cape Cod; -Mass., 
signed by President Theodore Roosevelt 
to King Edward VII, at Pondhu, 3,000 
miles, 

Then came the marvelous radio, carry- 
ing the human voice around the world; 
then radar; and most recently the split- 
ting of the atom. 

Always, first, somebody believed it 
could be done; and it was done. Some- 
where in a human brain there was a 
tiny cell that caught hold of an idea and 
hung on, and hung on, and hung on, 
until it whipped the elements into obe- 
dience; then threw the world back on its 
haunches in astonishment. 

Belief is a powerful motivator, oper- 
ating with results vastly out of propor- 
tion to its tiny source and with a range 
that takes in ‘the universe. It is a spir- 
itual thing, and it is ‘not in the physical 
world that it finds ifs greatest achieve- 
ments, great as they appear to be. - It is 
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in the realm of the spiritual world, 
where the eternal values abound, that 
belief takes hold and deals with the 
miraculous; for there it works in the 
power of Almighty God. 

Belief in Jesus Christ and in all the 
Word of God claims for Him is not 
necessarily an intellectual thing. It is 
something which comes in the heart, 
planted there by the Holy Spirit. But 
one must have the will to believe. He 
must want to believe. If one finds he 
does not want to believe, then he should 
ask for the desire. “Lord, help me to 
want to believe.” It is somewhat like 
the prayer that the distressed father 
made to Jesus when he sought His help 
for his epileptic boy, “Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24). 
The Lord will never fail to answer that 
prayer when it is sincerely made. Then 
comes the refreshing tide of conviction 
that takes possession of both heart and 
mind, and you are fairly launched upon 
the great adventure of faith in Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour and the Saviour 
of men whom He will reach through you. 
All the inventions of men combined will 
fade into insignificance compared to that 
which God can and will do through one 
surrendered will, believing! 

Belief has been likened to a river, 
starting from a tiny source and ulti- 
mately reaching the ocean. On and on 
it goes, growing stronger and wider as 
it proceeds, here and there meeting ob- 
struction and delay, but filling and spill- 
ing over, it continues its confident course 
to the sea. And think of what it does 
as it pushes its way through valleys and 
around the hills: pouring its refreshing 
moisture into vegetation, making it blos- 
som and fruit. 

The_believing life is an inspiration to 
every other life it touches. I am stirred 
and strengthened now by the believing 
utterances I have heard fall from the 
lips of God’s servants many years ago. 
Once at a convention I heard a speaker 
say, “If you are not building your life 
around some great spiritual objective, 
Jesus Christ is losing and you are dying.” 
A thousand times that challenge has 
come to mind and served to give me new 
strength and purpose. I am under a 
debt I can never pay to hundreds of be- 
lievers whose refreshing currents have 
touched my shores. 

Aveusta, Ga. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


Wuat I Bevieve MAKEs A DIFFERENCE 

INCERITY is not enough. Have you 
ever heard anyone say, “I don’t 
think it matters what a person believes, 
so long as he is sincere”? That sounds 


all right, but the trouble is that it is 


not true. 
A man hurried to the depot to get a 


_westbound train. He was late and, fear- 
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ing he would not get a seat, rushed into 
a train that was just about to start. Hg 
deposited his luggage and settled down 
comfortably. He sincerely believed he 
was on the westbound train. But in hig 
haste he had boarded an eastbound train. 
By the time the conductor came for the 
tickets he was miles farther away from 
his destination than when he started! 
His sincerity did not help him at all. 

George loved to skate on ice. One 
winter day he went to the lake to skate. 
He sincerely believed that the ice was 
strong enough, but his belief did not 
strengthen the ice. He broke through 
and was rescued with great difficulty. 

It is not enough to be sincere, we must 
also be right. 


Be.ier THAT BRINGS SALVATION 
God has given us His Word, so that 
every one of us may be right in our 
belief. There is no excuse for any of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





RELIEFS THAT ASATTER. 
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us to be wrong in a land where we have 
access to the Bible. 

Our Golden Text tells us the belief 
that is necessary for salvation. Let us 
all say it together. What must a person 
believe to be “born of God”? “Believing 
that Jesus is the Christ” means believ- 
ing that Jesus is the fulfillment of all 
the Old Testament prophecies of the 
coming Messiah. 

The Lord Jesus is the one of whom it 
it written, “Behold, a virgin shall con. 
ceive, and bear a spn, and shall call his 
name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). 

He is.the one who was “wounded for 
our transgressions,” and “bruised for our 
iniquities” (Isa. 53:5). 

He is the one of whom it is written, 
“The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 

Jesus is the one of whom Job said, “I 
know that my redeemer liveth” (Job 
19: 25). : 

If we really believe that Jesus is the 
Christ whoedied for us and rose again, 
we will thank Him for bearing our sins. 
Our hearts will go out to Him in grati- 
tude because “he was wounded for our 
transgressions.” 

Turn to John 20:30, 31. If you believe 
that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God,” what do you have through His 
name? What kind of life is that? 


True BeELier AFFECTS THE LIFE 


Eternal life within is bound to affect 
the outward life. In Acts 16:11-15 we 
have the story of a woman -vho believed, 
Let us read it responsively. What was 
her name? Her business? Her city? 
From whom did she: hear the Gospel? 
Where was she? See how many results 
of salvation you find inher: (1) She was 
attentive to the Word of God. (2) She 
was baptized. (3) She entertained the 
preachers. (4) She sought to be faith- 
ful to the Lord. How do: we know the 
last? -What did she say to the Apostle 
Paul? 


A few years ago I visited a family 


that never went to a religious service of 
any sort. When I invited them ‘to Sun- 
day schcol the father said, “I don’t care 
for religious people. The preachers are 
all after the money.” Later on a preacher 
of the Gospel came to the district. I 
called again and urged them to come. 
I said, “You should come at least once 
to hear a preacher who is not after the 
money. This man does not want us even 
to mention money or take a collection.” 

Finally the family agreed to come 
once. The preacher gave an earnest 
Gospel message, and he did not mention 
money. However, they did not like him 
anyway. The father said, “We don’t 
want to hurt your feelings, but we just 
didn’t take to him at all.” Perhaps it 
was to comfort me that they gave their 
children permission to attend Sunday 
school. One day the oldest girl was 


saved. The change in her affected her 
parents. At last they decided to attend 
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Sunday school, too, and they were both 
saved. 

The same preacher wrote that he was 
free to come back again for another 
visit. We hesitated to invite him for 
fear his coming would have an adverse 
effect on this newly saved family. How- 
ever, after prayer, we decided to tell 
him to come, in spite of the fact that 
they had taken a‘real dislike to him on 
his previous visit. After Sunday school 
this time they were loud in his praises. 
The father said: “I could listen to that 
fellow all day. I never saw anyone 
change so much. He is entirely differ- 
ent from what he was when he was 
here before.” I could not think just 
what to say, but the mother said, “Or 
maybe it is we that have changed.” And 
that is just what it was. When the 
preacher came the first time they were 
enemies of God, now they loved God 
and they loved the preacher. The ex- 
planation for that change is in the end 
of the Golden Text. They now loved 
God, so they had to love the one who 
was “begotten of him.” 

How much has your life been changed 
by your belief in Christ? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
How We Show What We Believe 
(Acts 16:11-15) 
APPY New Year! How often we 
have heard those words the last 
few days! (Print H-A-P-P-Y in large 
red letters vertically on the blackboard.) 
Do you know the song: “I am H-A-P-P-Y 
.. . I know I am, I'm sure I am, I am 
H-A-P-P-Y. 


I am S-A-V-E-D ...I 
know I am, I’m sure I am, I am 
S-A-V-E-D”? 


One is happy when he first takes the 
Lord Jesus as his Saviour. Have you 
believed: in Him as your Saviour?. Then 
you sing the song softly with me. But 
will -you keep happy all the year? 
Have you even been happy all the 
time. the past three days? Prob- 
ably not. The Lord Jesus says there 
are some things we need to know and do 
to keep happy. “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13: 
17, Memory Verse). Find this verse in 
your Bibles. Now study it. The first 
one who can. repeat it perfectly may 
write the words before “happy” above 
the letters on the blackboard. The sec- 
ond one may write the words after 
“happy’—now I think everyone can 
say the verse. 

I am going to tell you about a man 
and a woman who believed in Christ as 
their Saviour. The man had been a 
Christian for some years, and the woman 
had just become a Christian. The man 
had a lot of troubles, but he was happy 
and always telling others to rejoice. 
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Perhaps hé can show us how to have ° 
a happy’ year. Once he wanted to go 
to a certain place in Asia, but God:did 
not. want him to go there;-Hé wanted 
him te go to Europe. And right away 
the man started for Asia? Oh, no, 
Europe. (Point out the route from Troas 
to Philippi.) He put God first, and not 
what he would like himself. (Write, 
“Put God first,” using one of the p’s in 
“happy” on the blackboard.) Isn’t it a 
strange way to be happy? We think 
we wold be happiest to do just what we 
want to do. 

Even in a strange city where he, did 
not know anyone, on the Sabbath this 
man went to a little place where peo- 
ple met to worship God. He was one 
to attend service on God’s day. (Write, 
“Attera service” on the blackboard, 
using the letter a in “happy.”) Not only 
did he listen to the prayers of others, 
but he told them what he knew about 
the Lord Jesus. Yes, he was always 
happy to preach the Lord Jesus, (Write, 
“Preach the Lord Jesus,” using the sec- 
ond p in “happy.”) And how very, very 
happy Paul must have been when: one 
of, the ladies believed in:the Lord Jesus 
because of what he told! 

Then she was baptized, just as every- 
one should who believes in the Lord 
Jesus, (Explain more fully about the 
meaning of baptism. Write onthe black- 
board, “You are baptized,” using the y 
of “happy.”) Then the lady was happy, 
so happy she wanted to show her appre- 
ciation. So she invited the man and his 


' friends — four extra people — to be com- 


pany in her home while they-stayed in 
town. What a lot of extra work! But 
she wanted to help other Christians, and 
that was just what she could do best! 
(Write, “Help other Christians” on the 
blackboard, using the h of “happy.”) 
There are. many things even boys and 
girls can do to help. Yes, even wash 
dishes! Do you suppose Lydia had a 
lot to do with four more men every 
meal? You may be surprised how happy 
you, will find yourself, if you are will- 
ing to do the tiresome little jobs -people 
do not like to do. : 

“If ye know these things, happy are ye 
if ye” help other Chrictians, attend serv- 
ice, put God first, preach, the Lord Jesus, 
you are baptized. 

We might make a New Year’s bell and 
wriie the “happy” acrostic on it. Can 
you hang it where you will see it every 
morning? 

Next Sunday you can tell us of some 
of your happy times. 

Orono, MAINE, 


If your faith in God is stronger for 
every humble task in which you need 
and get His aid, then that humble task 
is necessary to the fullness of your faith 
in God. It will make the musicyof your 
life. more firm ‘and _ solid.—Phillips 
Brooks. : 














Lesson for January 4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Lydia Hears About Jesus 
(Acts 16:11-15) 

EGINNING a-new year always gives 
me a thrill! What does it hold for 
us? Perhaps the King may come this 
year, perhaps not, but it is one more 
opportunity to teach the little ones for 
whom Christ died, so let’s make the 

most of every precious minute, 

As during last. year, the lessons for 
the Primary Department are very dis- 
connected. It is not possible to make 
an outline for this first quarter, so make 
each lesson’ a separate story, just as 
thrilling as possible. I would suggest 
getting a picture for each Sunday, which 
should not be difficult te do, as they 
are well-known subjects. You will find 
most of them in old lesson picture rolls, 
if you have access to them. Then just 
to vary the scene a little, make or buy 
a good-sized picture frame, and each 
week make a ceremony of framing the 
picture for the day. You can put it 
on: your flannel-board easel. 

The lesson for today is about Lydia, 
and her meeting with Paul at the river- 
side prayer meeting in Philippi. If you 
do not choose to use the picture, you 
could very well use paper dolls on the 
sand table for this lesson. Build a city, 
with the river running outside, and lo- 
cate the lesson: there. 

There are several interesting things 
told us about Lydia. She was a busi- 
nesswoman, a merchant, a seller of pur- 
ple (a beautiful, rich cloth). No men- 
tion is made of her husband, so she 
probably had none, as she is spoken of 
as the head of her household. She was 
frem: a distant city, Thyatira, in. the 
province of Asia, one of the cities men- 
tioned in the Book of Revelation, where 
one of the seven churches was located. 
One wonders if Lydia may not have been 
the key person God used in founding a 
church in wicked Thyatira. 

She was away from home, but she was 
a worshiper of God, and so she met with 
these women, who were most likely Jew- 
ish,and prayed with them. What about 
you, children? Wheh you go away from 
home over Sunday, do you go to some 
Sunday school, or do you forget all about 
it? Some grownups forget Sunday when 
they go on a vacation, There is a story told 
of a little boy who kneli to say his 
prayer on the last night in the old home, 
and ended thus, “Good-by, God, we're 
going to California.” Sad to say, many 
people who come to California seem to 
feel the same way. Remember to go to 
Sunday school if you can find one, even 
if you are # stranger. The Lord Jesus 
Christ will know you are there and will 
bless you. 

Then, just think what Lydia would 
have missed if she had not been at 
prayer meeting — she would have missed 
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meeting Paul and Silas, and would not 
have heard about the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and she could not have believed on Him, 
if she had not heard of Him. When you 
miss going to God’s house, you miss sev- 
eral things: you miss meeting other 
children who love the Lord Jesus, you 
miss hearing the good lesson the teacher 
has for you, and you miss meeting the 
Lord Jesus Christ there, not in human 
form, but by His Spirit. 

When Lydia heard about Jesus, she 
believed. Maybe you have been hearing 
ever since you can remember, but you 
have never asked Him to come into your 
heart. Why don’t you do it today? He 
will not come in unless you ask Him. 

Lydia not only believed, but she led all 
her household, all her family and serv- 
ants to the Lord Jesus Christ, for we are 
told they were all baptized. And she 
didn’t’ stop there! She insisted that 
Paul and Silas come to her house as 
guests while they were in that city. And 
God always blesses the home that does 
that. See if you can do as well as Lydia 
did. , 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and shdéuld 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because o = 
erg paper shortage, readers are asked to 
the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Grace of God—and a Burglar.— 
Whosoever believeth. that Jesus.is the 
Christ is born of God (1 John 5:1, 
Golden Text). Valentine Burke, noto- 
rious burglar, sat.in a cell in a-St. Louis 
jail, awaiting trial. Seeing the headlines 
of a newspaper, “Jailer at Philippi 
Caught,” being read by another pris- 
oner, he asked to read it, then fumed 
with rage as he realized that it was 
the subject of a sermon Moody had just 
preached in that city. He had noticed, 
however, the oft-repeated words, “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.” He got down on his 
knees and asked forgiveness, and from 
that night he was'a.changed man. Going 
to New York, he sought to earn an hon- 
est living, but failed. Returning to St. 
Louis, an officer seized him and brought 
him to headquarters. There he was in- 
formed that New York police had shad- 
owed him and reported that he had 
proved himself straight and honest. He 
was given a position as a deputy sheriff. 
Later; Moody visited him in his new 
position, and Burke showed him some 
treasured jewels. “Look,” he said. “They 
trust me to guard the:n. See what the 
grace of God has done for a burglar.”— 
From “Miracles and Melodies,” Moody 
Bible Institute. Sent by W. A. Kalt- 
reider, Mayodan, N. C. 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dis dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness - FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


. 0. . 
P. 0. Box 488-T 1k Won legge, 2. Hinots 








Martha Snell Nicholson’s 
Four Books of Verse for Gifts 


These books have a message of comfort, 
and lo sympathetic understanding 
for times of stress, and reflect the salva- 
tion and sufficiency of the Lord Jesus. 

Beautifully written and greatly loved. 
Wi and Sky, In Heaven's Gardens, 
and Ivory Palaces, velour $1, cloth $1.50. 
Threshold of Heaven, velour only$l. 15c extra to Can. 
Order from Howard W. Nicholson, 1406 Lagoon 
Avenue, Wiknieecon 


Moody Bible Sst 
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AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 
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A Translation We All Can Test.—But 
these are written, that ye might believe 
(John 20:31). A young man went home 
from a theological school to visit his 
aged grandmother. To have a bit of fun 
at her expense, he said: “Grandmother, 
you know that the Bible you say you 
believe was written in Hebrew and 
Greek. It had to be translated by great 
scholars into our language. How do 
you know those who translated it got it 
right?” “Ah, Jamie, lad,” she answered, 
“never mind the great men; I have trans- 
lated a few of them promises myself.”— 
From the Overcomer. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 


Various Channels.—Lydia, a seller of 
purple, ... whose heart the Lord opened 
(Acts 16:14). The Philippian jailer was 
converted through fear; Lydia through 
the emotions; ‘the Ethiopian eunuch 
through intellectual conviction; Saul of 
Tarsus through his conscience. The Holy 
Spirit uses various channels.—From F., 
C. White, in Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Laconia, W. H. 


A Picture of Christian Life—Whose 
heart the Lord opened (Acts 16:14). 


‘Lydia opened her heart, then she made 


an open confession by baptism, then she 
opened the door of her house in service. 
A picture of a Christian life — accepting, 
confession, service.—Original. Sent by 
Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


He Must Have It Around Him.—Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them: , ; . thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that hear thee 
(1 Tim. 4:16). It will not save me to 
know -that Christ is a Saviour, but it 
will save me to trust Him to be my Sav- 
iour. I shall not be delivered from the 
wrath to come by. believing that His 
atonement is sufficient, but I shall be 
saved by making that atonement my 
trust, my refuge, and my all. The pith, 
the essence of faith, lies in this—a cast- 
ing of oneself on the promise. It is not 
the lifebuoy on board ship that saves 
the man when he is drowning, nor is it 
his belief that it is an excellent and 
successful invention. No! He must 
have it around his ‘loins, or have his 
hand upon it, or else he will sink.— 


From Charles H. Spurgeon. Sent by 
Mrs, A. J. Kling, Scotia, N. Y. 
Standing Fast.—Take heed .. . unto 


the doctrine; continue in them (1. Tim. 
4:16). That was a bright suggestion of 
a ‘little boy who made the following 
answer to the question of a passer-by. 
Seeing the little fellow patting his 
father’s horse, which was standing in 
front of his house, the man asked, “Can 
your horse go fast, my boy?” “No, not 
very,” he replied; “but he can stand fast.” 
That is a virtue not to be despised in 


either a horse or a man.—Selected. Senf . 


by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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“All Must Be Well.”—For whatsoever 
is born of God overcometh the world: 
and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith (1 John 5:4). 
On a New Year card for 1941 was a verse 
of a hymn, well known, and proved. It 
would suffice for any year, to God’s own. 

We expect a bright tomorrow, 

All will be well; 
Faith can sing. through days of sorrow, 
All, all is well. 

On our Father's love relying, 

Jesus every need supplying, 

Or in living, or in dying, 

All must be well. , 
—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, 
Ont., Can. 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions ere on page 1269) 


1. Because they validate His claims, and 
signify His authority in all realms, physical 
and spiritual. 


2. Turning the water into wine (John ‘2: 
1-11. The word translated “miracles” in 
verse 11 really means “signs.’’) 

3. By no means. See John 21:25. 

4. John’s record is selective, characteristic, 
and representative. 


5. Our beliefs in other matters may have 
little practical effect, but eternal destiny 
hangs on this (John 20: 31). 


6. Because there was no synagogue to go to. 
The Jewish population was almost nil in that 
Roman colony. 


7. (a) She was the first of Paul's converts 
in Europe (significant to us); (b) She was 
from Thyatira, and would carry the Gospel 
back to Asia, where Paul had not been 
(Acts 16:6); (c) she brought a whole house- 
hold with her, and provided headquarters 
for the evangelists (v. 15). 


8. Soundness in doctrine will weigh little 
unless reinforced by soundness of life and 
character. 


9. The Calvinist places the new birth first, 
and the Arminian the believing first. Some 
who are Calvinists in other respects follow 
the Arminian view here. There are diffi- 
culties in both views. 


10. The whole world of opposition to God 
and the soul (1 John 2:16). 


WHeEaTON, ILL. 
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Making Calls for Christ 
(Continued from page 1266) 


bright, he is probably friendly, or gen- 
erous, or faithful, or helpful. Certainly 
we do. not want to make a child con- 
ceited, but a single commendation should 
scarcely turn his head. If he hears it 
said that he is faithful, or sympathetic, 
or honest, he is likely to be more so than 
ever in the futuré, so it will help him, 
as well as please his parents. 

Here are some suggestions for a be- 





ginning: “Good evening, Mrs. Jones, I 
am. Miss , John’s Sunday school 
teacher. He: behaves so nicely at Sun- 


day school, I thought I would like to 
know the whole family.” If the last sen- 
tence is not true, this could be substi- 
tuted: “I did not realize he had so far 
to come before. I think it is commend- 
able that he comes so faithfully”; or, 
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“IT like John, and wish he could come 
more regularly.” 

Most likely Mrs. Jones will tell you 
that Johnny is a “good kid,” and that he 
likes you, too. Then she will probably 
invite you -in and introduce the rest of 
the family. Be sure to smile at John 
as well as at his parents. Give’ the fam- 
ily an opportunity to talk as much “as 
they wish, making occasional comments 
so that they will know you are listening 
and interested. If they are somewhat 
silent, you can go on talking: “I am 
so glad you realize the importance of 
having your child in Sunday school. I 
have gone to Sunday school all my life, 
and I surely am grateful to my parents 
for giving me the right start in life. In 
fact, it was at Sunday school I first came 
to know the Saviour.” 

As soon as that precious name is men- 
tioned, you will probably feel some re- 
action. If it is hostile, perhaps you have 
said enough for a’ first visit. A subject 
may be started in which they are inter- 
ested, such as the father’s business, the 
children’s school, and the like. If they 
like you, they may learn to love your 
Saviour later on. 

Sometimes when you mention the 
Lord, the parents will say, “I guess that’s 
right, but we have so much to do we do 
not have time for church.” Instead of 
arguing that point on the first call, it is 
usually better to make some such com- 
ment as, “We surely are living¥in busy 
days. But isn’t it wonderful that the 
Lord is never too busy to think of us?” 

If there is no child for a point of con- 
tact you may say, “I wanted to give you 
and all your family a personal invitation 
to come to our Sunday school. I know 
how I appreciate it when someone gives 
me a personal invitation.” If you can- 
not invite them to anything, a traot, if 
presented in: the following way, usually 
breaks the ice: “Here is.a little leaflet 
that I enjoyed, so I like to pass it on to 
others.” This puts you on their level 
and will not be so apt to be resented 
as, “Here’s a tract for. you.” One lady 
wrote that she always takes a selection 
of different colored cards from the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Course when calling, 
such as “Sin” (green), “The Work of 
Christ”: (pink) , “Salvation” (blue), “The 
Christian Life” (yellow),. and the like. 
Before-she leaves, she lets each child 
choose .the card of his favorite color, 
to. keep to remember her by. In this 
way she is leaving God’s Word with 
them, and the idea of letting them choose 
keeps the family from feeling that she 
was “preaching.” She says she some- 
times hears them reading the cards aloud 
before she is off the premises. 

A sense of humor helps. Indeed peo- 
ple are sometimes disarmed completely 
when they see that a Christian can really 
laugh. The Devil has gained wide- 
spread acceptance of his docirine that 
Christians’are gloomy and think it a sin 
to laugh. 
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One of the most difficult calls we had 
to make was helped by a sense of humor. 
A girl had been saved a few weeks after 
she entered Sunday school. Soon after, 
she stopped attending. The other chil- 
dren said that her parents had forbid- 
den her to come. How we wished we 
had called earlier! After prayer we 
went to see them. The family received 
us politely and, at first, we visited as 
we should have a few weeks before. 
Then the teacher said, “I missed Mary 
last Sunday. She has been so faithful 
I feel as if an important part of the class 
were missing when she is not there.” 

The father spoke up: “We never ob- 
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Just Published! 


A new pene bulletin of the John 
Brown University showing enormous 
progress in America’s unique school, 
new buildings, facilities, student life, 
will be sent postpaid free of cost to all 
interested persons. 
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jected to her going to Sunday school as 
long as that was all there was to it. 
But she takes it too seriously, so we 
think she had better stay at home for 
a while.” 

The teacher did not immediately reply, 
as she wanted to be sure of heavenly 
wisdom. So the father went on, “She 
has even taken to reading her Bible 
every day. We are afraid she will get 
really dippy.” 

In spite of her concern, the teacher 
could not help laughing. But she stop- 
ped as soon as pdéssible. “Please forgive 
me for laughing, but.I read my Bible 
every day, so that struck pretty close 
home.” 

The father’s face relaxed somewhat, 
and he said politely, “You are a 
grown-up young lady. What might be 
all right for you might be dangerous for 
a girl of thirteen.” 

“You are right, Mr. , that we 
do need to be careful of our teen-agers. 
But I must confess that I have read the 
Bible every day since I was younger 
than Mary. And I hope I am not 
‘dippy.’ At any rate I am able to earn 
my own living.” 

She could not quite keep a twinkle 
out of her eye, but was relieved to see 
that the father had one in his eye, too. 
So she was encouraged to add: “I hope 
you will reconsider your decision about 
your daughter. She is a real help in 
the Sunday school, and I do not believe 
we will do her any harm.” 

The next Sunday Mary was back 
again. 

Perhaps the final rule is not to stay too 
long. It is better to leave when they 
would be glad if.you would stay longer 
than to stay on until they wish you 
would leave. 

The most’ necessary qualification for 
successful calling is to have a real de- 
sire to help this particular family find 
Christ. If they feel that they are just 
another “case” to you, they may not be 
very cordial. But if they see that you 





_ are genuinely interested in them, they 


are almost certain to appreciate it. 

Calling must be preceded by prayer. 
Nothing is accomplished unless the Lord 
guides and works. And only He can 
give that genuine interest in others that 
wins hearts. 

Souls are perishing all around us, and 
here is something we are all able to do. 
Some unsaved people have never known 
a real Christian, and some have never 
heard the way of salvation. Do not let 
this be true of any we can reach. Let 
us visit them until they, see that Chris- 
tians are friendly and ‘normal individ- 
uals, yet possessing something they do 
not have. Then let us continue visit- 
ing them until they are won to Christ. 
In some cases we may see no result, but 
we can go on confidently, because. we 
have God’s eternal word, “Your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The “Henceforth” of Holiness 


(Continued from second page) 


That is it: yield yourself, your tempta- 
tion, your weakness, and all the instabil- 
ity of your own heart— yes, yield all 
unto our gracious, wise, loving, cove- 
nant-keeping God. He knows how to 
take care of all you yield to Him. He 
will enbosom you in His Calvary-love, 
and shield you against all the fiery darts 
of the evil one. 

Fifth, Because the believer stands on 
the ground of the blessed assurance: 
“That the body of sin might be destroyed 
Cor, rendered powerless] . For sin 
shall not have dominion over you” (Rom, 
6:6, 14). 

I conclude’ with these telling words 
from the writings of Richard Baxter, 
dated June 7, 1662: “A blood-bought 
man should be holy; an heir of glory 
should be holy; he who walks with 
angel-guards, and is soon to pass into 
Heaven, should be holy; he who is called 
to holiness, and pledges himself to be 
holy, and prays for a holy life, should 
be holy. Are these feet to tread the holy 
streets? Are these eyes to see the holy 
God? Am I to dwell in the holy city, 
with the spirits of just men made per- 
fect? Then shall the thirst of my sou] 
and the endeavour of my life be to ‘fol- 
low after holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord.’” 


@ (To be continued) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 4 
1, Finding Assurance in Religion 
(2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
. 


OR three successive Sunday evenings 

we are to think about “Our Protes- 
tant Heritage.” This general topic is 
to be broken up into three parts which 
are to cover (1) the authority of the 
Scriptures; (2) the priesthood of the be- 
liever; and (3) justification by faith. 

It is the first of these three divisions 
that is under consideration this week, 
and it would seem that for the Chris- 
tian groups of young people for whom 
these topics are intended a better cap- 
tion might have been, “Finding Assur- 
auce in Christian Faith.” The Scrip- 
ture references chosen, however, show 
that the topic committee rightly recog- 
nizes that the Word of God, or the Bible, 
is the basis of Christian faith, and thus 
is rightly assigned to the place of prime 
importance in any consideration of our 
Protestant heritage. 

vg / 
But just why do Christians believe 
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the Bible to be the Word of God% Some 
years ago, Dr. Reuben A. Torrey set 
down ten reasons for believing the Bible 
to be the Word of God. Many other lists 
of reasons have been formulated, but 
few have approached Dr. Torrey’s list 
in simplicity and scope. Therefore his 
set of reasons, although not his com- 
ments, will be used for the basis of this 
discussion. 


1. On the ground of the testimony of 
the Lord Jesus. During His earthly min- 
istry, the Lord Jesus made many refer- 
ences to the Old Testament. Consistently 
He referred to the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures as the Word of God. He taught 
that the Scripture cannot be broken 
(John 10:35), and thus testified to its 
accuracy and inviolability. He taught 
that it was not to be changed in the 
slightest detail (Matt. 5:18). The Lord 
Jesus likewise in His earthly ministry 
prepared the way for the New Testa- 
ment by such statements as John 14:26 
and John’ 16:12 to 14. It is not uncom- 
morr to find today those who reject the 
authority of God’s Word, and yet pro- 
claim the Lord Jesus as the perfect 
Example and Teacher and Way-Shower. 
They claim to accept His authority in 
morals and ethics, but if His authority 
is to be accepted in any realm, to be con- 
sistent the authority of the Bible must 
also be accepted, for it is from the Bible 
that we learn all that we know about 
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Him —<of His origin, His birth, His life, 
His sayings, His teachings, and His death 
and resurrection. 
we 

2. On the ground of its fulfilled proph- 
ecy. The Bible is full of statements 
concerning future events. Many of these 
events have occurred since the proph- 
ecies were written. Some are yet to 
occur. However, we can check those 
events that have already taken place. 
Anyone familiar with the laws of chance 
knows that the possibility of a predicted 
event being fulfilled by chance decreases 
astoundingly as the details of such an 
event are multiplied in its prediction. 
For example, the birth and life and 
death of the Lord Jesus were described 
hundreds of years before they occurred 
in such detail that precludes guesswork 
or chance. Many prophecies concern- 
ing Israel were likewise given. And so 
examples of fulfilled prophecy could be 
multiplied on end. 

Se 

3. On the ground of the unity of the 
Book, No human work approaches God’s 
Word in its unity. Here are sixty-six 
books written by more than thirty dif- 
ferent writers over a period of fifteen 
hundred years and involving three. dif- 
ferent *languages and many different 
countries. Its human writers were called 
from every plane of life. And yet there 
is one unified message running through 
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the whole Book and the deeper you 
delve into the Bible, the more this unity 
is seen and appreciated. 


v8 

4-On the ground of immeasurable 
superiority of the teachings of the Bible 
to those of any other and all other books. 
Students of comparative religions find 
occasional gems of teaching in the works 
of Zoroaster, Buddha, Confucius, and 
the like. Sometimes these gems are held 
forth in an attempt to show that not 
only in the Bible are such truths found. 
The great difference is that the Bible 
contains nothing but truth, while these 
other works of men are mixed with 
error and filth of all sorts. Furthermore, 
the Bible contains all truth. No moral 
or spiritual principle known to man is 
not found within the cover of God's 
Word. Going still further, we may say 
that the Bible contains more truth than 
all other books put together. Cull from 
the literature of all ages the finest 
thoughts you can find and you will not 
have a book that can take the place of 
the Bible. 

“ 

5. On the ground of the history of the 
Book, its victory over attack. No book 
has, been hated as has the Bible because 
it condemns sin and tells of certain judg- 
ment for those who reject God and rebel 
against His will. Time after time men of 
wide influence and power have sought 
to destroy the Bible. Again and again 
every one who possessed a copy was 
condemned to death. It has been denied 
and held up to ridicule and derision, and 
yet it is still today the world’s best 
seller. Its very existence is a fulfill- 
ment of the words of the Lord Jesus 
when He said, “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away” (Matt. 24:35). 


“ ; 
6. On the ground of the character of 
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those who accept and of thosé who reject 
the BBok. Here is an argument that the 
enemies of the Bible have long been 
nonplused to refute. Those who believe 
and follow the teachings of God’s Word 
exhibit a character and consistent life 
that is simply beyond comparison with 
those who reject God’s Word. If the 
Bible were 2 false standard, the work of 
imposters, or the product of mere man, 
it could not produce such results. This 
does not mean in any sense-that all who 
profess to believe the Bible live perfect 
and blameless lives. But it is true that 
the nearer men live by this Book, the 
better they become; and the farther they 
get away from it, the more they sink 
into sin, selfishness, and unbelief. 
4 

7. On the ground of the influence of 
the Book, This reason is somewhat sim- 
ilar to the previous one, -and yet it is 
different. Here. we may include the 
great testimony down through the ages 
of countless lives: that have been re- 
deemed and lifted.out of sin, selfishness, 
lust, and greed by the entrance of the 
light from this Book. No other book 
can make this claim. Dr. Torrey says 
of it, “A stream never rises higher than 
its source, and a book that has a power 
to lift men up to God that no other book 
has, must have come down from Godin 
a way that no other book has.” 


ve 
8. On the ground of the inexhaustible 
depth of the Book. It is the testimony 
of numberless believers that the more 
they read the Bible, the fresher it be- 
comes. ‘ For eighteen hundred years and 
more men Have been delving into its 
treasures. They have never been ex- 
hausted. 
we 


9. On the ground of the fact that as we 
growin knowledge and holiness, we 
grow toward the Bible. It is the experi- 
ence of believers. who study God’s Word 
and walk in its precepts that the longer 
they follow God’s Word the more experi- 
ence testifies to its truthfulness. If you 
had a guidebook, and were. -following 
a road from it, each time you came 
across something mentioned in the guide- 
book you would :know -you were on the 
right road, amd your confidence in your 
guidebook would be increased. Likewise, 
if instead of following the guidebook you 
were to use your own judgment, only 
to find that each time you did so you 
made a mistake, you would begin to 
realize the need for the guidebook, and 
the wisdom of following it. This is the 
experience of countless Christians with 
regard .to God’s Word. 


— 


10. On the ground of the direct testi- 


mony of the Holy Spirit. The Lord 
Jesus made a very definite promise dur- 
ing His earthly ministry. He said, “If 
any mah willeth to do his. {God’s) will, 
he shall know of the teaching, whether 
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it is of God, or whether I speak from 
myself” (John 7:17, R.V.). The Holy 
Spirit has been given to lead the fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus “into all truth” 
(John: 16:13). And He sets-His seal on 
the authority of God’s Word in the heart 
of every believer so that we may know 
beyond any peradventure of doubt that 
this is God’s Word. If we are willing 
to yield ourselves to the will of God, 
and to be obedient, we may recognize 
His voice as He speaks to us from the 
Word. Do you have this heart convic- 
tion today? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Dr. Pettingill’s Itinerary 


Dec. 19 to Jan. 4.—First Baptist Church, 
79th and Broadway, New York City. 


Jan. 11-16—Flagler Street Baptist Church, 
Miami, Fla. 


Jan. 18-21,—First Baptist Church, Fort Pierce, 
Fla. 


Jan. 22, 23.—Quigley Tabernacle, Starke, Fla. 

Jan. 25 to Feb. 12.—Gospel Center, St. Peters- 
burg, Fia. 

Dr. William L. Pettingill’s permanent 
mailing address is 1709 N. Scott St., Wil- 
mington 25, Del. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 29 to January 4 
Mon.—John 20:26-31. Why Believe? 

Prayer Succestions: “Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have be- 
lieved.” Choice between faith and doubt 
must be made by all who hear the words 
of God. And the Word of God igs the 
same whether heard, preached, or read, 
now as in the days when Christ and His 
apostles preached. Our eyes have never 
seen nor our ears heard Him, yet His 
Word lays responsibility upon us to be- 
lieve and obey. And, blessed are those 
who have not seerf, and yet have be- 
lieved. Pray for a new and deeper ex- 
perience of the blessings of believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Tues.—Hebrews 2:1-4. Keeping the Faith. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “He is faithful” 
(chap. 10:23). Christ exemplified all the 
virtues He preached. And as He was 
faithful in all things appointed for Him 
by His Father, so He directs us in His 
Word, and by virtue of His example, to 
“be . .. faithful unto death.” Arg it is 
to be seen that all who are with Him 
are “called, and . ... faithful.” , His sheep 
hear His voice. They “hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches.” As He 
was so are we in this world. Pray that 
you may show to others by your life 
that you have His Spirit in your heart. 


Wed.—1 John 4:7-16. Believing in Love. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONsS: “We have known 
and believed the love that God hath to 
us.” All who have come to know God 
through His salvation in Christ Jesus 
know that He is love. And as they see 


how He lived among the most wicked 
hypocrites that had up to that time lived 
upon earth, and observe what He did 
and said, and consider ‘His tears, prayers, 
and death for such sinners, they do be- 
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Christian, do you want a clear, Scriptural presente 
tion of the truth on this important subject Then 
sead 10 cents to Rev. G. P. Tasker, Penticton, B C., 
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Ben Lippen School 


Asheville North Carolina 
Dr. Robert c. McQuilkia, President 
Standard high school courses. Full musical 
and athletic program. Sound Biblical teach- 
ing. Consecrated Christian instructors. 
Moderate rates. Boys, grades 8 to 12, now 

being accepted for second semester. 
JOHN F. BLANCHARD, Jr., Headmaster 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
WALL CALENDAR For 1948 


The popularity of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times calendar has compelled us to 
have a supply made in spite of a very much higher cost. We have kept our prices 
down to the lowest point possible. 

Once again our calendar will contain another series of twelve 
unusual pictures taken by Frances Jenkins Olcott, world-wide 
traveler and author. Her series of articles, which appeared in Tur 
Sunpay Scnoot Times has been published as a book entitled “The 
Bridge of Caravans.” 


Twelve pictures, as shown above, each on a separate sheet with 
a description written by Miss Olcott in her own vivid style, are 
contained in each calendar. A Scripture verse is given for each 
day of the year, and the International Uniform Lesson topic and 
readings for each Sunday are included. Calerfdar size 9 x 16 in. 


These calendars are printed in a rich sepia tone, by the gravure process, a 
style of printing which has proved to be very popular among our subscribers. 


Orders should be placed as quickly as possible. The quantity prices offer an 
opportunity to purchase the calendars for resale among friends or fellow workers. 


Be sede (Ay -& 35 ee ee $14.00 
Ss eee 1.00 §OO. oc. 0s. s BIO 
Wa a) Sty ae toe Cee 4. a ees 52.00 
25 epee eee eee 7.25 360 eee ew eee 75.00 


Tae SuNBAY ScneoL Times Company 
325 NORTH THIRTEENTH STREET pave a 3 5, PA. 


- -~ ¢m Oe tem ese ‘71 et ome > we ee oe 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Jan’ 4) Bec. 20, 1947 


lieve in His love. Yes, “heréin ‘is love.” 
Pray for Christians under trial who have 
doubted His love for them, 
Thers.—1 John '§:1-5. “Jesus Ys the Christ.” 
Prayer Suctestions: “Whosoever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God: and every one that loveth him 
that begat loveth him algo that is be- 
gotten of him.” The person of Christ 
as set forth in the Scriptures, if re- 
ceived by faith, puts the believer into 
the family cf God. Matiy who. profess 
to believe an Him do not acknowledge 
Him as the “only begotten of the 
Father,” and as His anointed one, Israel’s 
Messiah and our Saviour. The deity of 
Christ is their stumbling stone, instead 
of beizg their chief corner stone and 
only rock-foundation of God’s Church 
and Kingdem,.. What is your confession? 
Pray for new mighty cenversions to 
Christ in your community, | 


Fri.—1 Corinthians 12:1-11. “Jests Is Lord.” 

Prayer Succestions: “No man can say 
that Jesus-is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost.” There is a natural acceptance 
and appreciation of Christ, and a spir- 
itual reception and appreciation. , One is 
exemplified by those who heard Christ 
and then did not continue in His Word; 
and the other by Peter and the other 
apostles who said: “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are sure that 
thou art thé Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (John 6:68-70). Their conviction 
was more than rational; it was spiritual. 
It was of the heart as well as of the 
mind. Pray for more of the Spirit's work 
im hearers of God’s Word. 


Sat.—John 3:12-21. The Faith. 

Prayer Succestions: “For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn: the 
world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.” The love of God in 
Christ, which passeth knowledge, is the 
first cause of our hope of salvation, Be- 
cause he “so loved the world” explains 


-what He did for our souls at Bethlehem, 


Calvary, and Olivet. The faith once for 
all delivered to the saints is: the Son of 
God loved us and gave Himself for us. 
Pray for a fresh, clearer view of Christ’s 
Calvary love. 


Sun.—Aects 16:11-15. An Early Believer. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “A certain 
woman named Lydia, a seller of pur- 


ple, of the city of Thyatira.” The Gos- 
pel Paul preached brought forth 4 
abundant fruit in every place. The -3 
Word was preached in the’ power of Pn 
the Spirit and therefore it went 

everywhere and was glorified. The = 
explanation is given by the apostle * 
in the words, “He which hath begun w 
a good work in you,” found in his 


Letter to the Philippians (1:6). Lydia, 
an early believer, had her heart 
opened by the Lord. Pray for more 
God-opened hearts in your commu- 
nity. 
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